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171 0TH v, Ch. II. 5. 
THERE IS ONE GOD. 


N my Firſt Annual Diſcourſe, for 
The Year Preceding, Thoſe, who 
meet with us, were let into The 

— Occaſion of Our Preſent Setile- 
ment, for the duties of Public Worſhip ; as A 
Retreat to which we were driven by The Un- 
natural Uſage of Our Brethren. of 7. Ge Fan 
cular Baptiſt Congregations. 

I AM now, in conſequence of intimations 
given at That Time, as well as agreeable to 
The Plan by which I deſign to conduct the 
Services of This Day, to procede with A Ge- 
neral Repreſentation of Our Faith, as The: Diſ- 
ciples, or Followers of I xsus. That ſo, having 
made it appear, That Our Religious Principles 
are conſiſtent with The Form of Sound Mordes, 
deliver'd in The Scriptures, we may. farther 
have it in our power to aſſert Our Right to All 
The Privileges of Good TRY ated Real 
8 | n 

A 2 As 
4.2 Tim. i. 13. 4 1 
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were condeſcending enough to 
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5 to o He Grand Branches, of which it will 
7 * neceſſary that Our Repreſentation ſhould be 
made up, they are Two only; namely Our 
Concerns with The Divine and Medileorial | 
Beings. For, it is apprehended, That when 
we have explained ourſelves with reſpect to 
_ . theſe Two GREAT PtRrsoONAGEs, or given 
you An Epitome of Our Faith in Oxz Gop 
and One ME DIATOR, That, as we ſhall have 
anſwered all The, Intentions any way relative 
to The Happineſs of our own Souls (according to 
the tenour of The Divine Law) ſo likewiſe, 
That we ſhall have done every thing neceſſary 
to vindicate Our Own Orthodoxy, and remove 
«The Sufpicions of Our Chriſtian Brethren. 

I MAKE thus free with The Congregations of 
-tbe Particular Baptiſt Perſuafion, becauſe, I 
would hope, they will, af laſt, learn to deſpiſe 
war Silly Piece of Oftentation of being willing 
3 to appear vier than The Scriptures, and will 
== be aſhamed to exact more at the hands of their 
fellow creatures, as AI Term of Communion, 
„ han Gop: himſelf requires in point of Eternal 
Salvation. Does The Great Oracle of Truth, 
ami iin his addreſſes to The Divine Majeſty, tell 
mie: This is Life Eternal, that they might 
>. now THEE [THE ONLY: Txvs GoD, and 
„Jesus CHRIST, whom Thou haſt ſent 23 
And are No Other Demands made upon -The 

Church by her Lord and Maſter, than Theſe : 
r believe in Gon, believe aljo: in MEI And 


TIu ESR Two important articles, 2 A Reps 
| 8. 1 Corinth. iv. 6. 3 John XV11, 3. 4 ITbid.“ xiv. 15 5 } 


e 'not 4 Repreſentation of Our. Faith on | 


. fentution, as may comport with Scripture, in the 
ſeyeral parts of it, be admitted by The Brembreu 
above mentioned, as The Whole neceflary tb 
give Sunction to Our Principles, and Honour to 
Our Practice in The Profeſſion of them ? 

I A then to advance in my preſent. De- 
fign, by taking The Former Branch 'of The 
Argument (which ſtrictly confines our thoughts 
to Tux Divine BEIN O) under Immediate 
Conſideration. This will furniſh us with ſuf- 
ficient Matter for One Diſcourſe. And as it 


has certainly the precedence in The Order of 


Nature, as well as The Dignity of The Thing, 
J intend it as The Subject of what I have now 
to offer; having for this purpoſe made choice 
of The Words firſt read, as that Scripture, 
among many others, which is expreſs in This 


Great Truib. | 
THERE 1s ONE GOD. | 
Tux Text, you obſerve,/is 4 Propoſition of 
itfelf ; and is, indeed, The Moft Simple; Unmixt 


- aw 


Account, which we have of TRE DIVmE 


BEING. But as we propoſe to give:you. 4 
General View of Our Sentiments om This Im- 
portant Article, and lead you thro! Me Scri- 
ptural Dactrine of the Godhead, in The Prin- 


— d 


cipal Advances it has made, of The Grad : 


- Diſtinguiſhing Characters by which it ſtands 
. revealed in The Word; it will be proper for us, 
to take into The Deſcription, Two .other Di- 
vine Niles, Equally Pecuhar to The Firſt 

Caaſe I mean thoſe of Farurr and Spirit, 


r Horx. Gitosr: Becauſe when They are 
1 4 * 1 * 
N added 


[6] 


added to The Character in Our Text, we-ſhall 


have An Intire, Connected View of THE Divine 
BEING both in Nature and Grace; and ſo com- 
plete All The Concerns, which we can be ſup- 
poſed to have with Hin, for Time and Eter- 
ag. | 

Leger us begin; however, cer Our Text 
does, with The Fin, and Meſt Simple Cha- 
* rafter of Tus Divine: BzinG: There is 


ONE. Z 5 5% ARR? 


Now here, that 1 may procede with Some 
Regularity, it will be proper for me to open 


with A Short Paraphraſe or Comment on This 


: Propofition, in order to give You The Amount 


of the Paſſage, or lead you into The. Full Im- 


port of The Word Gop'in our uſe of T, _ 
Term. 
1 when I affirm, 3 The 
Apoſtle in the language of Our Text, Wat 
Ae is but ONE Gop, Twould be underſtood 


to mean, That there is only One Firſt, Eternal 


Exiſtent; One Neceſſary, Independent _ 


One Infinite Conſcious Mind, Intelligent Agent 


or Perſom; The Greateſt; Wieſt. and Beſt: 

ONE Gop, The Creator of All Things; The 
Sovereign Proprietor and Diſpoſer of All His 
Works; The Righteous Governour and Judge 


of All His Intellectual Creatures; and the Su- 


preme Object of All Religious Adoratian and 
Worship. 2 

: TI nave bien This Compaſs. in The Preſent 
Deſcription of TAE Divine. BrikG, as 1 


* * of Our I Text, not. — TE 


* 
x bs ol 


* 


r 
4 * 


rite Hypothefis.3----Let thoſe retain That Inter- 


nour, and Fudge of. all; The Greateſt, Wiſeſt 


General Account of Gopatap, neceſſarſſy in 


13 ther Explication, bear with me, if I ſub- 


er * ATTS's 2 Doctrine of 2 9.22. 


(7 ] : 
becauſe I apprehend The Nature of The Subject 
expreſsly requires it; but becauſe I would 
The Mouths of thoſe in The Popular Scheme, 
and convince them, that my principles will 
admit me to ſpeak of Tur Diving Being in 
The Utmoſt. Latitude.----1t has been objected, 
and, for what I know, there may have been 
Reaſon enough for it, That ſome have been 
fond of contracting Their Notion of the Word 
Gop, and would confine it, truly, to The Sole 
Ideas of Sovereinty, Dominion or Government, 

as the beſt means to ſecure A Private, Favou- 


pretation, who want it: For my own part, I 
think myſelf obliged, at the ſame time, that I 
acknowledge THE Divine BIN, or ONE 
Gop to poſſeſs Sovereign Dominion, to ac- 
knowledge alſo; that he is The Creator, Gover- 


and Ben of all Beings : And farther, Tha: he U 
is, to all bis intellectual creatures, The Suprem MM 
04 ect of Their Religious Adoration and Worſhip. - r 1 
And all this, for what I ſee at preſent, -is no e | 
more than A Nature! Conſequence of This 5 Ret 4 5 
cluded in the very ideas of Sovereinty and Bo-. 6 
minion. And whatever Injury ſuch A Conceſs bg os 
ſion may carry with it to:Other Schemes, I am - 2 
Wy confident, it has nothing in it Detrimen- 9 i 
tal-to mine. N 


To what "oY * now ſaid, by way FO 


Joins That This Propyfitign, togerher with NESS 


181 
Comment upon it, being founded in Nature. 
we may venture Their Whele Evidence, or De- 
monſirution upon that bottom.---In this part of 
The Argument (as I have already obſerved) we 
have to do with TE Divine MajesTyY in 
His moſt Naked, Simple Form of Exhibition ; 
under His Character of Natural Excellence and 
Dominion, beſpeaking The Dignity of His 
Nature and The Extent of His Government: 
And therefore, when Tue Divine BRING 
reveals Himſelf under The Simple Character of 
Gop, or Thoſe of THE GREAT Gop, Tre 
Mick Ty Gop,? and the like; for leading us 
into an acquaintance: with Himſelf, in 7515 


Form of Manifeſtation, and ſecuring The Ac- 


knowledgements neceſſarily connected with 
Thoſe Characters, He ſeems, as it were, barely 
to appeal, Either, To The External Evidence, 
which ariſes from The Works of His Hands; 
becauſe we cannot know, that He created all 
things, but muſt likewiſe ſee, that He is The 
Fountain of Being ; nor that He was before all 
things, but muſt; for that reaſon conclude, 
that He is Eternal : Or elſe, To The Inward 
Witneſs, which, every. man beats to This Great 
Truth in his own Breaſt; becauſe the creature 


cannot poſſeſs any Tirellctual Powers, but he 
muſt be conſcious, that; he derived them from. 


ONzx, Who is Neceforily Exiſtent, and Ai 


nitely Perfect: Neither can he, in the jeſt 

enter into The Relation or Dependance of Things, 

without infering from Thoſe Principles, that it 
* moſt er reaſonable, that he ſhould Lobe 


and 


+5 Dent, * 17, 7 Nehem. ix, 32. Rev. xix.. 1 
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[9] 
and Serve that Firſt and Supreme Cauſe. All 
De Uſe I have farther to make of what has 
been now ſuggeſted, is, That as it appears from 
hence, that Thrs Branch of The Subje& lies 
intirely within the verge of Natural Senſe and 
Sound Reaſoning, ſo All that I ſhall attempt 
under This Propoſition, will be We Eftabliſh- 


ment of it upon Natural Principles, 'or by The 


Sole Force of Rational Arguments.---Only with 
This Particular Difference from what is com- 
mon in handling This Doctrine (as will be ob- 
ſerved from The Very Form in which I have 
laid down The Explication of The Word Gop) 
That I ſhall. indeavour to make it appear, that 
This One, Self Exiſtent, Eternal Being is Such, 


in Diftin&tion from, and Oppofition to All Other. 


Divine Equals that He is Originally, Sepa- 


rately, and Solely The Whole that Our Para- 
phraſe repreſents. Him to be; and that there 


can be No Other diſtinct, intelligent Being, or 
Hypoſtafis, in The Same Senſb, trom The Same 
Spring, and to The Same Perfection, intituled' 
to The ſeveral Attributions by which he is 2 
diſtinguiſhed. My next Buſineſs then is 


TR PROOx A 
ol The Argument in its preſent State. 


I. Now The Pirft Reaſon, with which I des 
fign to entertain you in Maintenance of The 


* 


brine before us, ſhall be drawn from The | 
Explication itſelf ; The Definition 1 have al-" 
ready given of Tur Divine Being under, 
The Character of Gop. And from thence 1 "Mw 
argue alter this manner : That Being, who is* 
yh; + B Eternal, 
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Eternal, Self Exiſtent, Neceſſary and Inde. 
pendent, muſt be Gop, becauſe it is impoſſible 
o concei ve of DEITY, er the admiſſion 
of Thoſe Properties: And He muſt: be but 
ONE, becauſe Attributions of That Kind can- 
not ſubſiſt in Two, or More Diſtinct Subjects, 
ain : He, who is Infinitely S and 
+ gent, Infinitely Great, Wiſe and Good, 
- muſt be Gop, becauſe Such An Exuberance of 
Perfection is inſeparable from The Firſt Notions 
of Divinity: And He muſt be but ONE, 
becauſe That Being who is . ua Wiſe, 
Good and (ld or, in other words, Infi- 
nitely Perfect, muſt exclude every Competitor 
or Equal. ' Whatſoever by or Agent is In- 
finite with reſpect to Any Perfection or Attri- 
bute, muſt, for that reaſon, ſtand unrivaled in 
The Character of Gopuz ap, becauſe ſuch An 
Infinitude not only makes every Equal in Thoſe 
Perfections, Unneceſſary, but utterly Impoſſible. 
; 8 more, That Being, Intelligent Agent, 
775 (call Him as you pleaſe) who made 

1 ngs, muſt be Gop, becauſe Creative 
Pour. 2 on all ſides, acknowledged The 
Glorious Peculiar of TRE Diving BEixG : 
And He muſt be but One, becauſe He could 
not create All Things, if there was yet, beſides 
Himfelf, Another Eternal, Co. Operative Canſe. 
But who. ſees not The Abſurdity of ſuch a Sup«- 

poſition ? Becauſe, as His creating All Things 


| neceſſarily ſuppoſes, whatever has been obſers 


ved of Him above ; ſo it is very evident, that 

The Eternity of his Exiſtence, and The Abſolute”. 

* 7 His Nature, forever ſhut out Alt; 
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(17 ] 
Co-Eternals and Co-Equals ; and by conſe- 
quence, Every Thing, which might be ſuppo- 
ſed to bear Joint Part with Him in the work 
of Creation. He was Equal to it Himfe * 
therefore what Aſiſtant could He want ? 
actually performed it Himſelf, where then is the 
room left for A Second? ----I add, Whoever is 
We Sovereign Proprietor and Diſpoſer of All 
Things, The Righteous Governour and Judge Af 
all His Intellectual Creatures, muſt 55 
becauſe An Intereſt and Dominion of This Kina 
are Proper to The Nature and Conſtitution of 
DiviniTY : And He muſt be but Ons, be- 
cauſe (ſeparate from The Confuſion, which would 
otherwiſe follow) Sovereinty of Dominion, in- 
cluding All Power, Reftoral and Judicial, is 
not Diviſible; cannot be diſtributed to A Second 
or Third Being.---In one word, Whatever Being 
or Agent is Th he Supreme Obi 28 of All Religions 
Adoration or Worſhip, nd be Gop, not only, 
| becauſe No Sue Bl Being can lay claim tc 
Such Homage ; but alſo, becauſe it would be 
incompatible with The Character of A Crea- 
ture to pay it .e//e where : And He muſt be but 
One, becauſe The Supremacy in Theſe Points, 


The Firſt Right to All Acts of Love and Deve- 


tion, will 8 exclude The Intervention of 
Any Partner or Equal. : 
IT is in This "View of Things, and u 
Mie Train of Reaſoning, That I have been jo 
' often furpriſed, at that Strange Run of Ex 755 
Aon, that Confuſed Fumble of words, 25 
meet with in The Creed, commonly, tho' very 
4 ſaddled, * That Old Pather, St, 
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4 x +36 1 ta" 
Er ber What A N and Rumble does it 
make: Such as The Father is, fuch is the Son, 
IS * 8 | and ' ſuch is the Holy Ghoſt, As Lauf, It follows: 
Te Father 5 The Son uncreate, and The 
3 Holy Ghoſt uncreate (tho', by the way, They | 
—_ are not aſhamed to own, That The One is Be- 
po gotten, and That The Other Procedes The Fa- 
* ther incomprehenſible, The Son incomprebenfible, 
® and The Holy Ghoft incomprehenſible ; The Fa- 
3 | ther Eternal, The Son Eternal, and The Holy 
| Sibel Eternal. And again: So likewiſe The 
A Faber is Almighty, The Son is Alntighty, and 
= he Holy Ghoſt is Almighty, with the reſt. 
BRL: What en and Abſurdities are here? 


That there ſhould be THREE equally poſſeſſed 
of All Divine Glory, All Infinite Perfection, 


that be right, can belong but to Ox R; when 
= boy  Tnfifitude Perfection in Ont. neceſſarily ex- 
1 chaqes the reſidence of it in Another. -t is true 
IIb be Great Author, ay hqper he be, would wil- | 
eng compound the matter with his followers, 
F rather Cloſe their eyes againſt his Profound 
=_— 4 © Ignorance, by denying, in the next words, 
3 / _ "what he afferts in the forgoing : And yet (fays 
he) lere are not THREE ETERNALS, -but 
+ ONE ETERNAL; as alſo, there are not THREE 
Ar MTIOHTIEs, but Ont AL MIGHTY: and 
ſo gn; , But to what purpoſe is, this, unleſs it 
be to add Contradiction to Ciiitradiflion, and 
- - heap One Incomprehen/ible upon the back of 


is ſtrongly againſt Them: If Eternity and Self, 
* xi We ; e and — 9 | 


: * 2 2 . 12 Y \ 
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. \ f hen DzzixiTv, in the ſenſe of Our Text, if 


. Anether The Argument, beyond all diſpute, 
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531 
Tyfinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Poder; Creation 
and Providence; The Future Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, as well as The Pre- 
ſent Supreme Claim to Religious Adoration, be 
The Peculiar of THE Diving BEING, He 
muſt certainly be but ON E in Diſtinction from, 
and Oppoſition to All Others; becauſe Attribu- 
tions, Works and Demands of This Kind can- 
not admit of Equals or Partners, in any con- 
fiſtency either with The Uſe of Words, or, 
which is much more, The Relation and Nature 
of Things. 

II. To what has been offered wc on this 
Firſt Braneh of The Argument, I have only to 
add farther, That there is Sufficient Reaſon to 
conclude for the doctrine of Divine UniTy, 
in Our Senſe of the word, and to object againſt 
The Common Trinitarian H [ypothefis, becauſe The 
Grand Defign of Scripture, in its Repreſenta- 
tions of THE DEIT , is not to. deſcribe. The 
Metaphyſical Nature of Gop, but to exhibit 
His Concern in The Great 22 of Salvation.” 
----It is very eaſy to obſerve, That when Our 
Brethren contend fo warmly for A Trinity of 
Perſons under the terms of FAT HER, Son, and 

SPIRIT, as deſcriptive of TE Ong Gon, 
what they diſpute for is rather A Metaphyfical, 
ban A Theological Account of THE Divine 
Bring. In this caſe, they regard Him more by 
in His Abſtract Nature; or Modal Exiftence, ' * © * 8 
5 than-: as to The Part which He takes, or Te BY 
2, _—_ | Intereſt F 
A . For this grgument, and the much of the in- ; 
a ahi it, I am indebted to Ag. of my brothers 
--; | 
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Seen Pſal. xix. 5, 6. Joſhua x. 12, 13, Se. | 


[ 14]. 


Tateref He bears in the work of Redemption. 


But is it to be imagined, That this is The 


Grand, or Primary Deſign of Revelation, when 
it ſpeaks of THE SuPREME BEING, or re- 
preſents Him, together with TER ME DIA- 
TOR, under Thoſe Perſonal Characters? By no 
means, This is neither The Defign of Scri- 
pture, nor does Scripture treat things in this 

It was never calculated to make us Phi- 


f hofopbers or Mathematicians, but Believers and 


Chriſtians. And therefore, where The Scri- 
ptures are concerned with The Mundane Sy- 


em, whether as to The Heavens above us, or 
Dis Earth, which we inhabit, and our inte- 
reſt does not depend upon The Knowledge of 
things in Their Philoſophical Nature, The Great 


Gop has been pleaſed to accommodate His 


Language to The Conceptions of The Bulk of 
the people, to whom He at firſt delivered Him- 


ſelf. (And we ſhall fee hereafter, that the cafe 
is very much the ſame with reſpe& to Thoſe 
Perſonal Chara&ters) The Deſcriptions are taken 


from The Obviaus Appearances of things to 
Natural Sex, and are always found to com- 


port with The Notions generally received in The 


World. Thus The Seriptures ſpeak Of The 
Motion. of the Sun, The Foundations of The 
 Barth,* The Pillars of Heaven,3. and the like: 

Not that theſe accounts are Z#terally or Phi- 
Jofophically True, but only inftances'of Conde- 
'ſcenfion to The General Notions of Mankind. 
8 Non 


Pfal. civ. 5, Sc. 3 Job xxvi. 11 


* 
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Non is it to be wondered at, in the leaſt, | . F 


That, reſpecting Theſe Things, The Scripture 
| - ſhould procede in This Manner, becauſe, as 
was ſaid before, it was given with 4 Defign 
22 contrary to what is Ph:loſophical, namely, 
to repreſent The Concerns of GD and CHRIST 
with The Fallen Creature ; The Relations They 
bear, The Compaſs They take, and The Methods 
They uſe to execute The Glorious Scheme of 
Salvation.---That this is Fact is evident from 
hence, That otherwiſe The Neceſſity of Reuela- 
tian ould have been ſirperſeded.— As to The Ex- 
iftence of A Firſt Cauſe, or That. there is A 
Gop, and that He is clothed with finite 
Power and Majeſty ; that is The Great Prin- 
ciple of Natural Religion: And enough of it 
had been clearly fen, and underftced by. The 
Things-which are made. This is no more than 
what Adam knew in A State of Innocency, and e 
what we might All have known from Te © | 
| Light of Nature. But conſidering us as Fallen, _— K 
Vitiated Creatures, ſomething: more was-Nece/= 8 
fary, than the bare knowledge of Gop in Hic 
Being or Eſſence, nameiy, That He was: filled 
with /uch Grace, and clothed with fuch Power 
as were proper to ingage Him in, and render 
Him equal to Owr-Recovery.--- It This Obſer- 
vation be juſt, as I cannot but conclude, it ia 
then ve manifeſt; That We Trinitarians in- 
jure 7 degrade Scripture, by applying The. - 
Characters of FATHER, Sg and SPIRIT" to 
ſo many Perſonal Diſtinctions in Tue GOD 
an; and Epos Ton cb a __ 


* 


2 *Rom, 4 20. 


Thoſe .Charatters are incluſive: of The Moſt 


Ros 
Real Pirſons enter into The Compoſition of 
TE Divine NATuRE or ESSENCE :' Be- 
cauſe this is turning Scripture into 4 Dry, 
Metaphyfical Lecture, inſtead of leading us to 
conſider Thoſe Characters as A New 7 eftament 
Deſcription of THE One Gop and ONE MR. 
DIATOR ; and as ſuch ſuggeſting,” that Tur v 
are of The Greateſt Spiritual Extent, and, in 
fact, include nothing leſs, than The Whole 
Scheme of Salvation.--- Add to this, That, be- 


fides that The Scriptures, upon The Common 


Plan of Three Divine Perſons, — loſe much 
of Weir Luſtre ; The Believer likewiſe; would 
ſuffer much in His Comfort. For of what con- 

uence would it be to him, as A Fallen 
Creature, to know: (appoſing it were true) 
That there are TRR RE in The Compoſition of 
TRE DIvINE BEING, or That Tux enter 
into His Modal Exiſtence He might now 
This, and yer periſh. Whereas it is of Infinite 
W. eight and Advantage for him to know, That 


Valuable Relations and Capacities, which Gop. 
and TE MrpfArok ſtand in to lia. as 
jointly concerned in the affair of Safvg 
Here there appears ſomething oor 7 Tus E 
Divinet BEING; ſomething - ſuited 
Necęſſity of The Fallen Skis, wt of 


Infinite Wiſdom: and Contrgvance ; Traces of 


Divine Tenderneſs and Compaſſion. . Whereas 
upon The Other Syſtem Revelation appears on 
10 better foot than Natural Religion + The 
Creature is 70 better off, in point of Security 


and Comfort, now he is told, That there are 


& 
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1 
Tu nrx in De Divine Nature, than he would 
have been, had he ſtill looked upon The Su- 
Preme Cauſe as One Individual Perſon. w 
 *Warar, think you, is the foundation of 
that triumph which breaks from The Prophet 
in the Perſon of The Church? Who is A Go 
like unto THREE! What does he mean? Does 
he ſpeak thus of Gop barely in Diſtinctiun 
from The 16s of the heathen, or barely with 
regard to His Metaphyſical Nature or Eſſence? 


Neither. But as he had been pleaſed to inter- 


poſe in the work of Salvation. This appears 
from The Manner in which The Prophet ex- 
plains himſelf in the following words : That 
pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the remnant of his heritage? that re- 
' taineth not his anger for ever, becauſe he de 
lighteth in mercy.” All which Glorious Blef- 
ſings immediately preſent themſelves to view, 


when we conſider The Perſonal Characters ap- 


plied To Gop and Tyr MEDIATOR upon the 
foot of True Unitarianiſim. 


Nox need it affect any, That Revelation, in 


its General Tenour, is pointed this way, ſince 
A Philoſophical Acquaintance with Gop, in 
His Divine Nature or Eſſence, is, perhaps, 100 
raiſed for Our Conceptions while in the body: 
Or however, ſince it does not appear, how 
This barely would anſwer Any YValuable Pur- 
Poſes to us, either to meliorate Our Tempers, 
. regulate Our Manners, or promote Our Eternal 
Welfare, On the contrary, I cannot but 

think, That we have The Higheſt Reaſon to 
© 2 dt - „ rejoice. 


EXficah vii. 18. 


_ , 


2 


i 
+4 
k 
o 5 
5 
| 
1 


' e — 
E ͤ BEI SF I ⁵˙AãÄ11 RS 
. 
0 - 


- x << —_— TR 


* 
*. 
8 
<F#' 


 Numerically ONE, ſo, 


[ 18 


| rejoice that Revelation is otherwiſe empliyed 3 


ſince Every Thing that could be rr ſed upon 
The Trinitarian Theory, nay, that which is in- 


Finitely more, than knowing Gop in His Pri- 


vate "Subſtance or Abſtract Nature, is abun- 


dantly overballanced from An E xperimental 


Acquaintance with Gop and THE MEDIATOR 
in The Several Relations They bear, and The 


. Different Capacities They act in for Our Sal- 
vation. 


To conclude therefore in The 8 be- | 


fore us : It is very evident, we have but Two 


Ways to ſettle our notions in This. Article, 


namely Reaſon and Scripture. The latter, as 
appears from what has been ſaid under this 
head, abſolutely deſerts us: Revelation knows 
Vothing of Trimtarianiſm in its preſent Scho- 
laſtic Dreſs. What Courſe then are we to take? 
What Expedient is to be uſed? Shall we fer 
Violence to Scripture? Shall we force it out of 
zts Natural Channel, and torture it to ſpeak 
words it never intended ? Such Methods, in- 
deed, may be Neceſſary for Thoſe in The 
Fulgar Scheme, but cannot but be abhorred by 
Every Honeſt, Impartial Inquirer after Truth. 
"No it is plain, That as we are driven from 
Revelation in This Point, and forced upon the 
conduct of Right Reaſon and Sound Phils ofophy ; 
ſo that we take Sanctuary here; that we regard 
it as An Oracle in The Preſent Controverſy : 
And that, as it appears. to be The Perpetual 
Dictate of Natural Light, That Divinity is 


of'c conſequence, that we. 
reject The e Ti Tg. 'of Three. Divine 
; . _ 
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5 als, and acknowledge, as A Genuine Effect 

Rational Conviction, That Tue Diving 
ane is, what I have all along repreſented 
Him to be, I mean, One Infinite Conſcious 
Mind, ONE Intelligent Agent, or Spirit. 

I Have now gone thro', what I deſigned 
upon The Firſt Divine Title, namely That of 
Gop ; The Title under which Taz Divine 


Brix is ſpoken of in our text: And am 


therefore, in the next place, by The Order pro- 
poſed in our entrance on This Subject, to at- 


tend The Conſideration of The Second Chara- 


Fer, by which Tye ONE Gop ſtands repre. 


| ſented | in Scripture,” which is That of 


FRY 


F. A . H E 1 
Now FATHER is not A Character of Per- 


ſonal Diſtinqtion in The Nature or Subſtance of 
The GoDHEAD,; but is barely A Character 
of Relation : Either, Firſt, in A Natural May: 
as it ſuggeſts The Capacity, which THE ONE 
Gop ſtands in to The Whole Sy/tem of Beings, 
with reſpect to Creation, Providence, and Go- 
vernment : Or Elie, Secondly, in 4 Spiritual 
Way, as it regards nkisr and The Church, 

and fo intimates, both The Nearneſs of Tur 
Divine BeixG to Them, and His Concern 
for Them, under That Charader---F ATHER 
is not 7. be Title of ONE Individual, Intelligent 
Agent, in Diſtintion from, or Oppoſition to 
Two other, Eternally falling in The Di vin 
Eſjence. (which is The Popular Notion of the 
word) but is Another Charatter of The Ons: 
Eternal, Unorigi nated Being ; The Same Intel- 
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ligent Agent or Spirit, as was before deſcribed 
by The Sovereign Title of Gop. And as That 


was principally deſigned to exhibit THE Di- 


VINE BEING, in His Pure Character of Na- 
tural Relation, and by that means givc us The 
Molt Naked, and Diſtant Ideas of Gopug ap; 
ſo This, as An Agreeable Advance upon it, not 
only brings Him nearer to us, even in point 
of Natural Capacity, under the Character of 
A Common Parent; but with reſpect to Reve- 
lation (which is to be conſidered as particularly 
intereſted in This Chara&er) holds Him forth 
in The Ne Amiable, Indearing Light, Firſt, as 
Tur FaTHER of CHRIsT, and Then, as 
Our FATHER in and thro' Him. 


rr. 

Ar rrx This Brief Explication of The Pa- 
tend Cbaracter, as applicable to THE Di- 
VINE BEING what I am here concerned to 
evince, is, 7 ; 


be” Tarar FATHER is Another Character of 


Tar Driving BeinG; Or, That The Same 


Perſon, who is at one time deſcribed under 
The Title of Gop, is at another time deſcri- 
bed under The Title of FATHER. And. 


II. Thar whether True Divine Bring 
is re epreſented by The Pater nal or Abſolute Cha- 
racter, He is {a no more than ONE Intelli: 


gent Agent or Peron. | 


. to the former of theſe, nimaly... 2 
HAT Gon and- FaTHzR are E 
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n pleaſe to take the following Reaſons: 
I. BECAUSE if we regard The Character of 
Fark R barely in 4 Natural Way, we ſhall 
find it exactly po! th All The Ideas, which 
enter The Compgſition of the word, Gop : Only 
with An Agreeable Riſe in point of Love and 

Tenderneſs, Care and Proviſſon. Why does 


Tre Diving BEING appear described to us 


by The Character of God, but becauſe He is 
The Creator of All Things ; The Sovereign Pro- 
prietor of All His Works The Righteous Ga- 
vernour and Fudge of His Intellectual Crea- 
tures, and, for that reaſon, The Perſon intitu- 
led to their Religious Homage or Worſhip ? 
Upon The Same Accounts, and for The Same 
Reaſons, only, as I ſaid before, raiſing Our 
Apprehenfion on 7. beſe Heads, oftening and in- 


dearing Thoſe Views, is THE Divine; BEING 


repreſented to us under The Title of A Fa- 
THER. Let us but conſider Him as Our 


Common Parent, which he certainly is, and we 


ſhall not only be convinced, That the ſeveral 


things now before mentioned meet in The Firf | 
Cauſe, but alſo confeſs, That The Characters 


of FATHER and Gop neceſſarily belong to 


The Same Intelligent Agent or te _ | 


Add to this 


2. Tnar the Matter in 8 will admit 7727 


of Evidence from Expreſs Teftimony of Seriß 
ture, where This Application is made for us. 


These terms Gop and Far HER ſtand con- 


- "negtedin Revelation, as an Indiſputable Proof, 
that They center in Oxx and TR Same Di- 
Fier BeIx G. For example: . read 1 55 
N n Wo OD 


"PP 


1 22 1 

Gop and FarHTR of Our Lokp Jesus 
CHRIST." And likewiſe of Gop Our Fa- 
THER:* To intimate not only, That The 
Characters reſide in The Same Subject, but that 
(excepting only The Difference before obſer- 
ved) They take Their Riſe from The Same 
Spring. Nay what is rather more expreſs, be- 
cauſe The Characters ſeem to be uſed as Ex- 
Pplanations of each other, we read almoſt with- 
out End in The New Teſtament, of God THE 
FATHER,3 And farther of Gop even THE 
FATHER; As in that paſſage: To the ac- 
knowledgement of the myſtery of Gop, even TE 
FATHER.* With a Variety of Places, where 
the copulative AND may, and pught to be 
rendered by the partiele Even. And if this be 
not plain enough, we have, moreover, ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe : Gop Tur FATHER of 
All.s Nax, and OxF Gor, TRE FATHER 
of all things.* If it be poſſible for Scripture to . 
explain The Character of Gop, and ſettle The 
Application of the Paternal 7 itle, Theſe Paſ- 
ſages will effectually do it; it being very evi- 
dent from hence, That Tur Sams Divine 
BEING ſtands indj erently deſcribed 'by Each 
of Theſe Names. The Contents of Both Chara- 
Gers are united in The Same individual. He, 
who was TH Gop and FAT IR of The 
Head, is alſo Tye Gop and FaTHtRr of 
The whole Body: Only as His Goodneſs, Wiſ- 

dom, and Power were not Ea Fully, or immedi- 


i” ately 
1 Eph. i. 3. and 2 Cor. xi. 31. * Rom. i. 7. Eph. iv. 10. 
and 1 Theft. i. 3. ? 1 Cor. xv. 24. Gal. 1. 1. and 3. 


Eph. vi. 23. Phil. ii. 11. Col. i. z, Cc. VL 2. : 
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' ately Conſpicuous under The Fir/# Character, 
he was pleaſed, in Great Condeſcenſion, to 
afford us A Brighter Edition of Them under 
The Second. And, indeed, not fatisfied to give 
us barely A View of Thoſe Perfections in A Na- 
tural Way (of which kind are The Firſt Hints 
of Both Titles) He has eſpecially heightened 
The Paternal Cbaracter, by crouding into it 
Every Thing Gracious and Spiritual. So that 
if we can behold Him, as The Greateſt, Miſeſt, 
and Beſt of Beings, under His Natural Cha- 
rafter of Dominion; no wonder we acknow- 
ledge his Claim to Thoſe Titles under The En- 
dearing Appellation of A FATHER, as that 
which involves in it All the Bleſſings of Earth 
and Heaven, of Time, and Eternity. 

As to The Other Requijite under this head, 
which is { 

II. To make it appear, That THE Diving 
BeinG is The Same Numerical Eſſence, Hypo- 
ſtaſis or Perſon under The Paternal, as He is 
under The other Character of Abſolute Dominion: 
I have to obſerve, | 

1. THAT This immediately ariſes fro 
what has been already ſuggeſted upon The Sub- 
jed : If Gop and FATHER are Characters ex- 
preſſive of The Same Individual Being, then 
for The Same Reaſons, that there is but ONE 
Gor, for Thoſe Reaſons likewiſe can there, be 
but ONE FATHER. Or, which is the ſame 
in Other Words: If Both theſe Characters cen- 
ter in The Same Being, and it has been proved, 
beyond Contradiction, That that Being is ab- 
ſolutely One, it follows by undeniable Conſe- 


I, 


[44] 
quence, That whether That Being is deferibed 
by Thoſe of Gop and FAT HER; of by a Greater 
Variety of Charatter, that He is; however, 
ſtill The Same Numerical Eſence, Intelligent 
Agent or Perſon. Not but 1 have alſo to add, 
leaſt This ſhould be thought leaving the Matter 


too open, 


2. THAT what I am here contending for 
is abundantly clear, In That Tue FATHER 
or ONE Gop and Tae MzpiAron are con- 
ftantly ſet in Oppoſition to Each Other thro 
The Whole of Revelation;--- The Argument 
here is manifeſtly this: THE Divine Being 


can be but One Intelligent Agent or Spirit, con- 


fidered under The Character of FATHER, as 
well as under the Character of Gop, becauſe; 


even with reſpe& to The Paternal Charatter 
as well as That of Abſolute Sovereignty, there 


Direct Oppofition between Tyz Diving 


and MR DIATORIAL BEINGS in Scripture,---- 
Nothing can be more expreſs to The Former 


Part of This Obſervation, than what The Apo- 
file ſays: There be that are called gods (as there 
be gods many, . and lords many) But to us there 
is but ONE Gor, TRE FATaArR, and ONE 
LoxD Jesvs CHRIST. Fowhich we may add, 
as A Parallel Account, thoſe words of St. Paul 
in Another Epiſtle : To The Acknowledgment of 
The Myſtery of Gop, and of TE FATHER, 


an of Cyr1sT.* Or (as it ot to have been 


read) Of Goy TUI Farms, Or at leaſt, Of 
Gop even Tre FATHER, and of CHRIST. 
[The Divifion or Diſtance, which is hete made 
| e 
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E 
Firſt by The Comma after the word Gop, and 
then by The Inſertion of The Particle And, is 


only An Orthodox Fetch in favour of Trinita- 


rianiſm, having neither Foundation in This 
Place, nor Any Other Part of Revelation, 
where Gop and FaTHER ſtand connected.] 
But to The Queſtion before us: In the paſſa- 
ges now produced, we find THE Divine 


BEIN reprefented under Both Characters, 


The Abſolute and Paternal, and as ſuch He is 
not only expreſſly ſaid to be ONE, but mani- 
feſtly Oppoſed to CyurIsT, THE MEDiaTo- 
RIAL BEING, to intimate, without doubt, 
That His Unity is of The Same Kind, and to 
be explained in The Same Way, with The Unity. 
of THERE MEDI1AaToR.---As to what regards 
The Latter Part of The Argument, thoſe. 
words of Our Lorp are intirely full, where 


He fays : This is Life Eternal, that they might 


tow THEE, THE ONLY TRUE Gop, and 
Jesus CHRIST, whom Trou haſt ſent.* To 
which I muſt not forget to ſubjoin The Yer/e. 
where Our Text is: There is ONE Gop, and 
One MEDTAToR between” Gop and Mx, 
The: Man CarisT JEsus. Now tho' We 
Oppoſition here, as to Expreſſion, lies only be- 
tween THE MEDIATOR and DIvINE BEING, 
under His Natural Character of Gop ; yet, for- 
aſmuch as Gop and FATHER are indiſſerently 
Characters of THE SAME Divine BEING, 
and we may warrantably ſupply The Paternal 


Character from Other Texts, or add it to The - 
Natural Title of Gop; nay explain The One 


D 4 by. 


8 John xvii. 3. | 
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by The Other, as appears from what has been 1 


already offered under this head; it will be evi- 
dently ſeen, That it makes equally in fupport 

of what I have here advanced.---Let us then 

only inquire upon the foot of Theſe Seriptures | 

in Conjunction, What is The Juſt and Natu- 

ral Inference to be drawn from Them? And it 
is impoſſible not to obſerve, That it can be N 

Other than This, That as Tus MrDIA To- 


' -. RIAL BEING is but ONE Perſonally, and not „ 


One Mediatorial Eſſence and Two, or Three 


* . Mediatorial Perſons; ſo neither is THE D- 


VINE BEING, who 1s ſet in Direct Oppoſition 


to Him, ſometimes under The Character of 


FATHER, and ſometimes under The Chara- : 
&er of Gop, any more than One Intelligent | | 
Agent or Perſon.----That Plain, Undiſgutſed 
Parallel, That Full, Blant Compariſon, which 
is here made em, cannot but lead us 6 


| f f 3. en. : 
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dium of All Worſhip. And farther, There is 


MpiAroR; What is That? Why, Onz 


into A Conclufion of this nature. There is One 


MED1ATORIAL BREINe or Perſon, The Me- 


alſo ONE Gop, TE FATHER of All; Wbat 
is That? Surely, Not Three Divine Perſons (of 
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Conſideration either of Sow, or SPIRIT, as 1 
Second and Third Equal in DRI, is The 
Supreme Object of Worſhip, and Sufficient to 
All The Purpoſes of Grace here, and —__ 
on hereafter, 

I yave before me, collected by my bro. 
ther, and ſelf, partly from The Sacred Wri- 
tings, and partly from The Principles of Na- 
tural Reaſon, AVarietyof Arguments in Main- 
tenance of Perſonal Divine Unity: But as the 
limits of A Ste le D 2 will by no means 
admit of ſuch Exte ive Inlargment, and The 
Nature of The Subject in This Branch of it, 
does not, at preſent, fo ſtrictly require it; I 
pb to The Third Character, under which I 

ave propoſed to confider Taz Diving BR 
ING, namely, That of SpIRIT or HorLy - 
GnosT. And here as my principles ſtreugy - 
militate againſt The Prevarling Hypotheſes of 
the day, as well Arian, as Trinitarian, and I 
can therefore ex Credit no farther, than it 
appears, That Thave The Evidence of Scripture. 
to ſupport me, I ſhall think 'myſelf particu- 
larly concerned to be full in ſtating my Senti- 
ments, and eng my Proofs on this Head. 


| : SPIRIT, or HoLy Gnosr. ; 


TH * nor ber Leading Character of The 
Firſt A Ruiſtent Being, + ally Peculiar to 
e 'Thafe of Gop and FATHER andif 
confined in its Full Compaſs, may be taken 
1 EY 4 Philoſophical, Or A Theological 

N Un The Former View it is admirably 
expreſ Te Private. Nature of TE 

D 2 Divine 
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Divine MajzsTY, as He is A Spiritual | | 


Subſtance; the conſideration of which pro- 
perly belongs to Metaphyfics. But in W Bat. 
ter (with which we are more immediately con- 
cerned, as it is A Character of Revealed: Neli- 


gion) SPIRIT or HoLy GHosT is defigned to 


Auggeſt, That THE Diving BEIxd, with re- 


ſpect to Salvation, operates in 4 Manner 
_Agreeable to Himſelf, that is to ſay, Spiritu- 
ally; by which I mean, Invifibly and Power- 
Fully.---From hence therefore it appears, That 
the word SpIRIT or HoLy GnrosT, as appli- 
cable to DiviniTy, is not uſed to repreſent 


A Second Superior Creature, nor A Bare Pro- 


perty or Attribute of Power in God (the ſenſes 
in which ſome underſtand it) nor yet A Third 
Divine Subſtance or Hypoſtaſis in THE ONE 
God, proceding from Two Other Subjitencies 


© (which is The Popular Syſtem But is, in fact, 


{deſigned to exhibit The Divine Being Himſelf, 
as much as The Other. Characters here before 


mentioned, or Any deſeriptive of Him in The 


Bible: Only that, as The Former of Thoſe 
Characters includes, more eſpecially, His Na- 


rural Dominion, and The Perfetjons connected 
with it; and The Other (if ftrictiy confined to 
The Methods of Our Recovery) His Gracious 
Relation, with The Love and the reſt laid up in 
That Tithe : So SpIRIT, or HoT Y Ghost, 
deſcribes THE Divine; BEING in His Ope- 


rative Character; ſuggeſting The Concerns 


Which The Same Individual, The Same Divine 
Agent or Perſon, has in carrying on the-watk 
ol Salvation, by acting upon us after & S. 
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tual, h. e. A Secret and Powerful Manner, as 
a means to quicken us from our death in Sin, 


imprinciple our minds with Grace, and pre- 


Fare us er The Injoyment of Heaven. 


Tux PRoop. + 
I Defence of This Part of Unitarianiſm, in 
Our State of it, befides The Reſerve 'of 4 
Greater Number, equally concluſive, I ſhall, 
at preſent, entertain you with T Be Regens fo 


lows ng © 


I. Our Explication of the word SP1K1T or. 
HoLy Guosr will appear to be genuine, if it 
be conſidered, That Tur ONE Gop, even. 
TAE FATHER of all, is expreſſly deſcribed by 
Thoſe CharaFers in The Sacred Oracles.; This 
will, in part, approve itſelf from thoſe words 
of Our Loxp: Gop is A SP1K1T. 1. Withs 
out doubt, will it be ſaid by Our Trinitarian 
Brethren : This is A Very Proper Deſcription 
of His Metaphyfical Nature or Subſtance: : By 
this will we readily abide.---Agreed': We are 
too much Their Friends to envy Them the 
poſſeſſion of Any Part of Truth, where Fhey 
appear to have gotten it by The Right” End. 
But, at the fame, I hope, we ſhall not be 
thought too forward. conſidering The: Impor- 
tance of The Queſtion, if we ſhould take The 
Liberty of aſking : Will it not be Cortvertient 
to look after T, Jo Application of This Word, 


and examine by #/þich of The Perfanal Duftin- - 


ctions it is explained in The | Context j. The 
Demand! is 700 reaſonable to meet with Ope- 
a7 17" 4 ion: . 
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tion: And therefore we may ſee, what Our 
Lonp ſays to it in ſome of the preceding 


verſes: Jesus ſaith unto her, woman, believe 


me, the hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in 


this mountain, nor yet at 3 worſhtp 
THE FATHER,---But the hour. cometh, and 
now 25, when the true worſhipers ſhall worſhip 
THE Faruk; in ſparit and truth: for ThE 


© FaTrzR feeketh ſuch to worſhip HIN How 


ſo? "Becauſe, as it follows in the next words, 
Gop is A SpIRIT, and they that worſhip Him, 
muſt: worſhip Him in ſpirit and in truth. Can 
we be any longer at a loſs for The Senſe and 
Application of the word? If Scripture be The 
Belt N of itſelf, as it bertainly is, 
Those ve very little penetration, who 


Mer, That what is here called Tr 
RIA. one verſe, is alſo called THE Fa- 
ruf in another: 1 That TRE 


.. Sams God is equally Exhibited, as The Ob- 


ject of Worſhip, under Both Characters: And 
likewiſe, That Tux FATHER is here men- 


tioned by Ovr Loxp, under The Title of 


SPIRIT, "for This Particular Reaſon, That He 
will. be worſhiped in ſpirit and in truth We 
muſt reſign the character of Intelligent crea- 
rures, to want Any Thing more poſitiue than 


This ----But then farther, in perfect agreement 
with The)Other Part of This Obſervation, we 
read in The Hs of The Apoſtles of lying to 
Tux Holy Gnosr. The words of &. Peter 

to Ananias : Why bath Satan filled thine-heart 


10 "oe fo Tur Horx Guo But Who is 
30 __ 
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Tus Hoty Gnosr? A Third Perſon 1 Di- 
 finftionin THE Gopytap ? No: It we will 
take The Apoſile's account, it is ig fo __ 
For he ſays, explaining Binge in dle in the 

verſe: Thou haſt not lied unto men, but _ 
Gop.+----Frue, ſay The Trinttarians, to inti- 
mate That TR Hoy Gnosr or SIR IT is 
Gop.---That is out of the queſtion with us. 
But is That The Only Reaſon? No certainly, 
if we have yet condeſcenſion enough to allow 
Scripture to ſpeak for itfelf ; but alſo to ac- 
quaint us, That Gop and HoLy GrosT are 
The Same Individual in DEITY; that there is 
No Diftinf#ion between Them, but What is 


Nominal; that lying to Tux HOLY Gnosr is 


lying to Gon, The One Eternal, unoriginated 
Being. This is The Natural, Unfarced Inter- 
pretation of the place. From whence we can- 
not but ſee, That Gop and TR Hoy 
GnosT are fo far from being Tu] Diftin# 
Perſons, Tuo Real Hypoſtaſes in The Same 
Divine Effence ; that They are, indeed, No 
Other than Tuo Leading Names by which The 
One Eternal Exiſtent, even TRR FATHER of 
All Things, is deſcribed in Revelation. Again, 
IL ANoTHER Argument in ſupport of Our 
Doctrine may be this: That Theſe Terms 
Gop and SP1R1T are 7nd:ferently or promiſcu- 
oufly uſed in Scripture for The Same Intell: 
Agent or Being, and are not applied to Diſſinct 
or Separate Perſons in THE GoDHEAD, ſuch 
as A Firſt and A Third.---The Reaſon of This 
: Obſervation will be. preſently ſeen, when J 
nr have 
Acts v. 4. een! 
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1 
naue laid before you the words of Ye Apoſtle 
== to De Corinthians, where he ſays: Know: ye 

£4 not, that ye are the temple of Gop, and that 
TRE SPIRIT of Gop dwelletb in you.s Here it 
cannot be improper to aſk. Such Queſtions as 
Theſe. Were The Corinthians. the, temple of 
The Fin Perſon, and yet inhabited by Ano- 
ther, h. e. A Third? Or did not The Same In- 
qivuidual Hypoſtaſis, whoſe temple they were, 
actually dwell in Them, after A Spiritual 
Manner? The Anſwer, I apprehend, is abun- 
dantly plain from The Natural Run of the ex- 
| preſſions, and Obvious. Cunſtruction of the 
| words, as they lie in The Text. However, to 
mut it beyond all doubt, we need only conſult 
The Next Verſe, where The Apoſtle uſes the 
| word. Gop no leſs than. three times, to let us 
| know, That he had The Same Divine Perſon in 
i view. under Both Characters: If any man, ſays 
ö He, defle the temple of Gop, him ſhall Gop de- 
1 ftroy.: for the temple of Gop 1s holy, . which 
. 8 temple ye are.? Who cannot ſee by comparing 
3 Theſe Verſes together, That by Taz SPIRIT 
Sh here mentioned, he intends No Other than 
„ Trax ONE Gop, whoſe temple, as he ſays 
ns once and again, they were, and who dwelt in 
them. by His Spiritual Influence or Power.---- 
q Ve Ovuk Loxp, long before, gave His Diſciples 
ö . the ſame account concerning THE . SPIRIT, 


telling Them, That He both dwelt with Them, 


1 and ſhould be in Them. His words are theſe : 

$ Till pray THE FATHER, and He ſhall give 
; von Another Comforter, Even THE SPIRIT « 
RE 43 : Truth, 
ö 1c. . 16. Mid. r. 1j {6 ov 6 


a 
a 


. Tas] 
Truth, whom the world cannot recei us; but 6 
Lum Him, for He dwelleth with you, and ſhall 
bee in you. Who is This HE? The Beim de- 
ſeribed after This Perſonal Manner? Tarts 
Spir1T of Truth? Who was at preſent 4th 
Them, and who ſhould hereafter be in Wem? 
I imagine, we ſhall make no Appeal from The - 
Apoſtle's Judgment in This Caſe : Let St. Paul 
therefore not only explain himſelf. in the paſ- 
ſage before quoted, but lead us into the 

meaning of CurisT's words as recorded by 
' The Evangeliſt. Now what he ſays upon 
This Occaſion, is as follows : And what agreer 
ment hath tbe temple of Gon with idols] for 
ye are the temple of the living Cop, as Go 
hath ſaid, I will dwell in tbem, and walk is 
them; and I _— = Gon, = they ſhall 
be en le. Wherefore come out from amt | 

prin. 2 be ye ſeparate, ſaith Tux 8 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will re- 
ceive you, and will be A FATHER untg you, 
and ye ſcull be my fons and daughters, ſaith the 
Tax LoxD ALMIGHTY.? I hope, This will 
immediately qzafh. All your Objections. It is as 
plain, as words can make it, That No Other 
Divine Perſon, than He who bears The Cha- 
rater of TuR FATHER, is THAT, SPIRID 
who at preſent dwells with, The: Saints, and 
who. ſhall be in Them to The End of The 
World.---If we will conceive of Gop by Per- 
ſonal Diftinions (and J aſſure you I am far 
from being An Enemy to Them, properly underr 
food) The Matter in * is here tied down 
3 9 I - 

7 John xiv, r6, 17. ® 2 Cor vi. 16184 ; 


1 
to The Very Individual for us, even to Goy 
under The Perſonal Diſtinction of A FATRHER. 


Bor leaſt even All This ſhould not be 


ſufficient to faſten Conn:#tn, in An Article of 


This Difficulty and Moment, It will farther 


appear, That Gop and SP1R1T:. are Terms of 
Promiſcuous Uſe-in Scripture, for One and The 
Same Divine Perſon, and not divided between 


Dieren: Subſitencies in TRR Gopuran, 
from what St. Paul ſays in Another Part of 


'This Second Epiſtle. The Words, which I re- 
fer to, are Theſe : Nevertheleſs when it, h. e. 
the heart of The Fews, ſhall turn to Tur 
Lokp, the vail ſhall be taken away: Now 
TE Loxd is THAT SPIRIT: and where 
'THE SPIRIT of THE LoRD is, here is liberty. 
But we all with open face, bebolding as in 4 


"glaſs the glory of Tut LoRD, are changed into 


the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
"THE SPIRIT of THe LORD.“ ' Now as it ap- 
pears, on the one hand, from The Whole 
Scope of this place, That by the term Loxp is 
not meant THE LORD JESUS CHRIST or 
MEDIA ToR, but Gop or THE Divine BE- 
ING; He who is Originally and Abſolutely 
Lokp both of The Jeus and Gentiles : So is it 
as plain, on the other, That this Lox, Jz- 


HovAH or Gop, is No Other than True Spi- 
'RIT ; that is to ſay, The Same Individual Be- 
ing, who is otherwiſe deſcribed by That Cha- 
rater. The Reaſon is, The Expreſs Interpre- 
tation of The Paſſage itſelf : Becauſe it is faid 
Tur Lord is THAT SPIRIT:; and farther 
1; 558 Bi! 


9 2 Cor, iii, 16—18. 
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becauſe, in the laſt verſe, according to The 
Marginal Reading, THE SPIRIT is faid to be 
Tre Lox [The Lord, The Spirit.] Not but 
it is very eaſy to obſerve by comparing 
Several Expreſſions together, THE Lord is 
TAT SPIRIT, THE SPIRIT of THE LoRD, 
and TE Lord, THE SPIRIT; That The 
Terms are Al uſed in A Convertible Manner, 
to lead us into Such A Conclufion as this : That 
whether THE Divine BEIN ſuſtain The 
Name of ThE Lok D or of Gor, or That of 
TAE SPIRIT, we are ſtill, by The Genuine 
Meaning of the place, referred to One and The 
Same Being, Intelligent Agent or Perſon,----= 
This, I may venture. to fay, is not only The 
Current Force of Language in General ; but 
The Neceſſary Reſult of The Phraſeology in 
This Text, Once More, | 
III. That SpIRIT or Hory GRHOST is A 
Character deſcriptive of THE Diving BEING, 
even of That Individual Agent ot Perſon, who 
is generally known by The Title of Gon, 
Tur FATHER, with A Particular View to 
His Spiritual Influences and Operations, and is 
not The Character of Any Diſtin Third Per- 
Jon in ThE GOD HEAD; Any Second Superior 
Creature ; or however otherwiſe deſcribed in 
The Common Theories, may be farther proved 
from The Conſideration following, Namely : 
That whereever ſuch Characters, as SPIRIT, 
SPIRIT of Gop, Holy GrosT, and The 
Lake, occur in The Sacred Writings, we ſhall 
always find, that Works of Power and Influence 
Land connected with Them, being either 


E2 _ - . plginy 
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$ 2 expreſt, or fairly implied in The Paſ- 
$ - To inſtance 
I. In The Works of Nature: And here 
1.) WiTH reſpect to Creation in General: 
What is The Account we have of it in the be- 
Janis g of Our Bible? And Tux SrIRIT of 
op moved upon the face of the waters." What 
is this but to ſay, That Gop himſelf, under b 
His Cbaracter of Energy, was The Great 
Efficient in Creation? This Interpretation will 
certainly hold good, till The Vinitarians can 
' give us A Better . Reaſon, than Cuffom and 
1 Education, for aſſerting The Dijtintt Perſona- 
4 tity-of Tyr SpiIR1T of Hory GrosT. We 
ſhould be laught at as Naturaliſtis or Philoſo- 
hers, ſhould we pretend to ſay, That The Spirit 
of A Man is A Dijizn& Perſon from The Man 
Himſelf ; and why it is not full as abſurd, in 
the mouths of thoſe who call themſelves Chri- 
KRtans and Minifters of The Goſpel, to maintain 
That THE SPIRIT of Gor is A Diſtinct Per- 
z from Gop, B. e. from Tis FAT HER, un- 
leſs it be for The Reaſons above mentioned, I 
profeſs, 'T cannot underſtand, - Certain it is, 
That, ſuch A Method of Interpretation, ſhould 
it be obſerved here, would throw A Very Odd 
Light upon The Moſaic Account of The Crea- 
tion com with itſelf, In the firf and 
third verſes, and thence on to the cloſe of The 
Chapter, we are told That Gop created The 
"Heavens and The Earth, not only in The Grofs, 
but their reſpec#ive Conftituent Parts: In. the 


ſecond verſo, "TRE phr _—_ being s 9 
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Le 
is faid TER SpIRIT of GoD. moved upon the 
face of the waters. Why This Change of The. 
Expreſſion ?---- Is it, think you, To inſinuate, 
That notwithſtanding The whole work was 
done by The Firft Perſon, yet that ſtill, ſome 
how of other, The Third Perſon would thruſt 


himſelf in? Who ſees not The Extravagance 
of ſuch a Suppoſition ?---So far from Any Thing 
like this, That the obvious deſign of the place 
is to inlarge our ideas on The Subject: And 
beſides 4cquainting us with The Glorious Effi- 
cient, which was No Other Than Gop, TRR 
FATHER, give us likewiſe A General Hint, 
as to The Manner of Production: That beſides 
Gop's doing it H1MsELF, he did it by His 
SP1RIT, 5. e. in A Secret, and Powerful Way. 
WHAT has now been obſerved with reſpect 
to The Article of Creation from Moſes, will re- 
ceive farther Light and Confirmation from that 
paſſage in Fob: By His SpIRIT He garniſhed 
The Heavens; His Hand hath formed The 
crooked Serpent. You find, we have here Hg 
and H1s SPpiR1T. What are Theſe Two Dr+ 
ffin Perſons in Gop? Or do not the words, 
compared with The Context, plainly direct to 
Oxx and THE SAMs Go ; pointing out, at 
one view, both The Agent Himſelf, and The 
Manner of His Operation? Does not H ſig- 
nify TAE Same Divine BEING, whom 
Moſes ſpeaks. of under The Character of Gop; 
And His Seixir, The Secret and Powerful 
Manner in which He works; agreeable to _ 
I-31 - S- SI% | 0 
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other part of The Moſaic pl ;ftory, which ſays: : 
THE SPIRIT of Gop moved upon the face of 
the waters ?----Again: His Hanp formed the 
crooked Serpent. What is this Hand, after the 
manner of The Perſonal Pronoun Hz, upon The 
Trinitarian Plan, to be reſtrained to One Per- 
ſon, namely. The Firſt; and H1s SP1R1T to be 
reſerved for Another, that is to ſay, The Third?. 
What Chopping and Changing, and Confufion 
muſt this introduce even in Ons ef The Plaineſt 
Paſſages of Scripture ?----So then One Perjon 
in THE GODHEAD 1s to perform One Part in 
Creation, and Another Perſon in THE Gop- 
HEAD to perform Another.----This Doctrine 
would — 2 a tolerable; figure upon The Poly- 
theiſm of Num Heatbens, but wears a very awk- 
ward appearance, when dreſſed out as An 
Oracle of Revelation. See How Eaſy and 
Pleaſant the account ſtands in Our Repreſen- 
ration: Whether we form our ideas of The 
Creation, purely with reſpe& to The Supreme 
 Efacrent, = om The Paſſages before us, or Other 
Concurring Teftimonies in Scripture, we ſhall 
And That the Whole Matter is compriſed in 
[Theſe Twwo Things; Firſt, The Agent Himelf, 
who is No Other than Tux Diving BEIN, 
Tux ONE Gop : And, Secondly, The Manner 
in which He operates, ſignified ſometimes by 
HIS SPIRIT, and ſometimes by His Han, 
FixGzRs* and The like. This is The Relation 
with regard to The- Agent throughout The 
- Whole Chapter ; and this The. Deſcription of 
His. Manner of werkeng in The V. 2 _ us, 
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where H1s HAND and His Se1R1T are plainly 
exegetical of Each Other.3 But then 
2.)Tx1s obſervation will hold not only with 


reſpe& to Creation in General, but alſo if we 


examine The Formation of The Body of CHRIST 
in particular. Take the account of this in the 
words of Gabriel: The Angel anſwered, and 
faid unto Her, Tus HoLy Gr osT ſhall tome 
upon Thee, and (as it follows by way of Expli- 
cation) THE PowER of THE HIOGHEST /hall 
overſhadow Thee. Who can this point to and 
deſcribe, but Gop Himſelf in reſpect of Energy 


or Power ? even That Divine Agent or Perſon, 5 


who for This Reaſon among Others, is called, 
not only ſimply, Gop, Tus FATRHER, but 
Tu Gop and FATHER of Our Lok p 
Jesus CHRIST F?“ Again, 1 

2. As to. Miraculous Works, even Thoſe per- 
formed by'/Cur1sT Himſelf, they are reſolved 
into The Same Cauſe; I mean, are attributed to 
Trxe-Divineg BEING, under His Character 
of Operation. To this purpoſe are Our 
Loxp's words to The Jews : If I caſt out devils 


by THE SPIRIT of Gop, then the kingdom of 


 Gop is come unto you :5 Compared with A Pa- 
| rallel 


I am no ſtranger to The Trinitarian Fetch upon this head; The 
Notable Diſtin#ion they have found out (as they think it) to ſolve 


All Difficulties of This kind, by pretending That The External 


Works of The Trinity belong ny to Each Perſon. "But 


reſerving 4 Particular Anſaver to This Formidable Maxim, till I 
have more room to inſert, it, it may be imployment enough for 


Them, at preſent, To eſtabliſh The Reality of Theſe Three Diftin®? 
' Perſons ; To prove it 4 Difftin#ion well ſupported by The Word 
of Gop: ind 

as well as They can, from The Charge of Trizhei/m, juſtly 
- conſequent upon it. 3 1 ow b 

© Eph. 5. 3. - a, Til, %%% — 


when They have done Wat, to clear Themſelves, 


[ 40 ] 
rallel Text in St. Luke's Goſpel, where Tur 
SPIRIT of Gop is explained in Our Senſe : If 
T with Tus FINGER of GoD caſt out devils, 
no doubt, the kingdom of GoD is come unto you. 

And that SpIRIT and FINGER in theſe places 
are Chara#ers of Operation peculiar to That 
One Divine Perſon, who is commonly diſtin- 
iſhed by the name of Fa rurx, is very evi- 
dent from thoſe other words of CuRIsT: Tür 
Fark, that dwelleth in me, He doth The 
Mort Add to this 
1, 3. THAT be life is obſervable with reſpect 
to Operations of Grace. Thus Our Loxp 
tells Nicodemus : Except a man be born again, 
Be cannot ſee the kingdom of Gop. And leaft 
he ſhould give into any miſtake with regard f 
to The Efficient of This Work, or The Power 
neceſſarily required in it, Our Loxp after- 
wards explains Himſelf by ſaying: Except a 
man be born of water and of Tur SpIRTT, he | 
"cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop? Of the 
fame kind are thoſe words of The Apoſtle, : 
where we are ſaid to be ſaved by the waſhing of 
"water, and renewing of De Holy Ghoſt." -— ? 
Theſe, you obſerve, are Accounts deſcriptive d 
of Converſion, here particularly applied to THE 
-SpIRIT or HoLy GHosT.---- But if we trace 
The Argument thro Other Parts of Revelation, 
we ſhall find, That The Same Things are aſſerted -M>* 
of Gop, that is, of THE One Divine Be- in 
ING, commonly known by The Perſonal Cha- pr 
rafter of FATHER. Thus in St. Nen E: 
a v2", | + 14, TI 
Luke xi. 20. 7 John xiv. 10. 8 Ibid; ii. 3. | 
9 Ibid. ver. 5, Tit. iii. 8. EA 
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pel, Thoſe, who were brought to receive TuE 
; Mess1AH, as an inſtance of Real Converſion, 
are ſaid to be born of Go. Gop! Who is 
that? What Particular Diſtinction of The Per- 
ſonal Sort does This Title belong to? Why, To 
Gop, even THE FATHER. For, as I have 
before proved, Gop and FATHER are not only 
Names promiſcuouſiy applied to The Same Di- 
vine Intelligent; but are, in a fort, explanatory 
of Each Other : So that wherever we read of 
Go, it is The Same, with regard to Perſonal 
Diſtinction, if we muſt needs bring it down 
There, as if The Character of FATHER were 
employed; Gop, in ſuch caſes, ſtill meaning 
Gop THe FATHER, according to The Con- 
ſtant Uſage of Scripture.3----So again, The Apo- 
file James, ſpeaking of Gop's concern in The Fun 
Work under conſideration, deſcribes it after 
this manner: Of His Own Will begat He us. 
And thus Gop, b. e. THE FATHER, is faid 70 
circumciſe Our Hearts to fear Him.5 And To 
give us A New Heart.* To the ſame effect is 
the language. of Gop by The Prophet, when He | 
lays: This People have I formed for Myſelf. 
Nor may it be amiſs to obſerve, That for this 
reaſon alſo The Gofpel is ſaid to be The Power 
| | F of Wie 0 
| « Ch;.t.- 13. | 1 18 
3 If I were diſpoſed to make No Abatements in this argu- © N 
„„en I might obſerve upon it, That foraſmuch as Faru 
ad Gop are Convertible Terms, and Each Perfon, with thoſe 
. in The Popular Theory, is God ; it would follow, upon this 


principle, that Each Perſon too is The Father: So inconſiſtent 
is Trinitarianiſm ! Such The Confufion it brings with it! ny. 


+ James i. 18. Deut. xxx. 6. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
2 Ia. xliii. 21, 
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of Gop unto Salvation, to every one that helie- 
verb es That is to ſay, The Mimftry of The Word 
is The Ordinary Means by which Gop Tur 
F ATHER is pleaſed to exert His Power for 
The Converſion of Sinners. Thzs is The Report 
with which THE ARM of THE Loxp is re- 
vealed? And when it becomes ſucceſsful, Ty x 
Hand of Tyz Lord is ſaid to be with Thoſe 
who publiſh it. But to put The Whole of it 
beyond doubt, and prove That The Intire of 
Converſion is Gop s province, even His, who 
ſuſtains The Perſonal Character of FarhB, 
No Other Teſtimony will be neceſſary, than 
_ What we have ffom CHRIST's own mouth in 
the words" following : No man, ſays He, can 
come to Me, except Tue FATHER, which 
hath ſent Mr, draw bim. And as. the This 
were not enough, He adds, in the next betſe: 
de? 7s <pritten in The Prophets, And they füll be 
+ &Þ taught of Gov. Every man.therefore, that 
Bath heard and learned of Tye F ATHER, 
_ bometh unto me. 
- ALLow me here, by the way, to throw in 


6 85 ” This Short Obſervation, with reſpe& to The 


Conduct of Our Trinitarian Brethren on This 
Head,---What A Prodigious Stir have we from 
this quarter for The Diſtinct by om; of THE 
- Sp1RIT ; becauſe, truly, The Work of Grace, 
or Corverfion i is attributed to H1M ! When you 

_ . plainly fee, The Amount of it is no more, t an 
that This Y ery Work is as W. 0 2 1 


might ſay, ml r aſcribed to THE Di- 
Wear” "n NE 


--* Ram. 4.-26, *'_ 9:16. bil. 1. * A4 Xi 21 
John vi. 44. 3 Ibid, wer. 45. 
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VINE BEING, either under The Abſolute Cha- 
rafter of Gop, or The Gracious (Character of 
FATHER : And that, when it is repreſented in 
The Other Light, it is intended only to infi- 
nuate, That This Work belongs to Tue Di- 


VIVE BEING ; and that, in regard to The 


Manner of Operation, he is ſaid to effect it un- 
der His Title of Influence or Power, Becauſe 
as Fleſh ſignifies Weakneſs, lo Spirit denotes 
Strength: The Egyptians are men, and not 
Gop, and their horſes Fleſh, and not Spirit. A. 

BYT to procede with 'The Argument before 
us: 


S Tn ERE ig Another Operation of Palver 
attributed to Gon under This Character, name- 
ly The Reſurreftion of CuR1ST,' as The Firſt 
Fruits. and That of The Saints, in Their Or- 
der, Ae to Our Lok, St. Peter tells. n 
That Ho alſo ſuffered once for ins, being put to 


death in the fleſh, but quickened by T Rx; SRI 


RIT.5---A very Slender Acquaintance with The 


00 Teſtament will fatisfy us, That as This Af - 


is perpetually referred to Gop Tre FATHER, . 


eO That The Light in which it is bere exhibi- 
tel, immediately directs to The working.” of = 
His Mighty Power, which be wrought; in 
CuRisT, when He raiſed Him from the dead,* 
Tho ſhould there be any doubt of This Fact, 


it will intirely vaniſh when J have ſub) Joined 


The Apoftle's account of The Reſurrect ion of The 
Saints. His words are theſe : But i, THE S- 


RIP: of Him, that raiſed up Jesus from the 


dend, dell in you, He that raiſed up CuRIST 


4 xxxi. 55 1 1 Bp. ii. 18. 6 Bpb. i. 19, 20. 


Y 


«From the dead, "halt alſo quicken Your mortal bo= 
Ne FE 22 5 dies, 


* W us 240 P 
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dies, by HIs SPIRIT, that dwelleth in you. 
What is this but ſaying, That The Same Gop, 
who had raiſed The Head, would likewiſe, at the 
time appointed, raiſe” The Members? This is 
certainly One Part of The Repreſentation : Or 
elſe, As The Other Part of it, That THE ONE 
Gop, TE FATHER of all, who had quick- 
ened their fouls by The Powerful Influence of 
His Own Grace, even He alſo, by The Same 
Almighty Power, would-quicken their bogs; in 
the morning of The Reſurreton?*----IÞte ac- 
Counts already given of THE HoL wWnosr, 

both as TE SPIRIT of Gor, and 
XN that dwelleth in the Saints, though 
A -firm This Interpretation. Once more, | 
5. Axp laſtly: The Affair of Conſolation, 


B "particularly with regard to The Diſciples under 
tte loſs of CHrIsT'S*Bogely Prgence, is ac- 
3 "oi *.... *eounted for in The Same Way; that is. fo ſay, 
iIiiijs attributed to Gop under His Character. of 
O)peration. They are Our Loks own words: 
* I Twill pray Tue FATHERS an He ſball give 


© © -you Another Comforter, that Hengy abide with 
on for ever; even Tyr SPIRIT of: Truth? 
©. This was certainly A Work not to bę effected 
woithcut the exertion of Divine Pother; and 
T "therefore TY GREAT Gon, as concerned in 
it, could not be repſented to Higher Advan- 
13 tage than under , Cbaracter.—-And that 
1 Conſolation deſcends from TE Diving BE- 

"ING, h. e. TER FATHER, thro' Tur LoRD 
| _ © Jesvs CurisT, The Alone Medium, is evident 
=- from His being called THE GOD of Conſolation, 
1 Rom. viii. 11, Pa. xlix. 14, ) John xiv. 16, 17+ 

1 f . n 


2 
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as well as THE Gop of Patience. The reaſon 
of Both is The Same, namely, Becauſe He is 
The Author, and Maintainer of The One as well 
as The Other : Now THE Gop of Patience and 
Conſolation, grant you to be like minded one to- 
wards another, according to CHRISTH Ixsus.“ 
This perfectly conſiſts with what St. Paul ſays 
in Another Place, where he bears Teſtimony- 


to this truth in Both Parts of it: Firſt, by ac- 


knowledging, That Gop, even Tur FATHER, | 
Hau given The Church Conſolation, and theres 
fonggyas-The Author of it ; and, Secondly, by 
prä ing 40% Him for Future Suppli es, from 
whany appears to be The Supporter of it. 

Waere tat length are . theſe: Now OUR 
Foros 'CnxrIsT himſelf, and Gop, even 


PATHER, which HATH bed us, and. 


HATH given us Everlaſting Conſolation, and 
Good Hope, thro Grace, COMFORT your hearts, 
and STABLISH you in Every Good Word and 
Work. a 
Now from The Whole of This put mg 
ther, What is The Concluſion ? Certainly, No 
Other than Wat, The Word SpIRIT or Hor x 
GHosT is not deſigned, in its Proper Applica- 
tion to Dx1TyY, to ſuggeſt Any Such Thing, 
as Thoſe in Te Popular Scheme would have 
us believe, namely, ATHIRD Diving EA 
In Goparap 3 but is plainly intended to 
point out THE Divine BRING HimMsELF, 
even THAT Gop, who is otherwiſe known by 
The Gracious Appellation of FATHER. And 
That, As He is The Fountain of Power, proved 
to 
ROE xv. 5. 7 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 


and Parent, both in 
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to be Such by His being Our Common Creator 

* and Grace; 80 
His Influence, in The Whole Compaſs of it, 
cannot be More Significantly Expreſſed, than 
by The Words SpixIiT and HoLy Gnosr, 
His Proper Characters of Operation. But to 
conclude, 

IV. Our Account of ThE SpixIr or 
Holy GrosrT will appear to be genuine, 
becauſe The Scripture frequently makds uſe of 
Thoſe Terms in Such Manner, as to forbid Al! 
Accommodation with The Vulgar Notion: of 4 


Third Diftin# Perſon in Tae Goputan. 


Thus, where Gop ſays by. The Prophet : 1 
have put My SPIRIT upon HIM; 3 H. e, upon 
CyrIisT, Tye MEDIATOB. To which that 
paſſage in The Ads is A Parallel, where we 


are told: Gop anointed IE sus of Nazareth 


with Tus HoLy GnosT.+* And again, in 


The Goſpel by St. Jobn we have theſe words: 
| Gop giveth not THE SPIRIT by meaſurt unto 


Him.5---None of Our Trimtarian Brethren 
will deny, but that SpIRIT and HoLy GHOST 
in, theſe places: are The Same with what they 
call The Third Perſon in THE GoDHE AD: 
That being granted, Let Them conſider, how 
The Accounts agree, Either, Firſt, With what 
They Themſelves allow concerning Tut M- 
'DIATOR, I mean, That He is Originally po- 
feed of All The Fulneſs of THE GopneAD: 
Or, Secondly, With Their Notion of Fur 


 Sp1nIT, as A Diftin# Hypoſtaſs in Tue DI. 


VIN E BEIN d. For if, according to The Flirſt 
Principle, He is Originally and ee 


3 Ta. xlii. 1. ch. x. 28. s Ch. In. 34 
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feed of All Divine Fulneſs, What Need can 


re be, or, rather, What Room is there for 
The Addition of A Third Divine Perſon ? 
Which is nevertheleſs Their Senſe of Theſe 
Scriptures.---And if, according to The Secohd 
Principle, THE SPIRIT of Gop be A Third 
Divine Peron, What Sort of A Notion ſhall 
we be obliged to form both of Car1sT and 
THE SPIRIT ; While we are taught to believe, 
That One Divine Perſon is put upon Another 
Divine Perſon ? That The Second Divine Per- 
is Anointed with The Third Divine Perſon ? 
And that Gop giveth One Divine Perſon with- 
out Meaſure to Another Divine Perſon? 

Art Our Brethren ſtartled at this Unexp8- 
cted Retutun, and almoſt tempted to court 
e Me Terms of Their Adverſaries? 
Alas! Had They Inchnation to betray Their 
Own Cauſe, when The Odds againſt Them is 


ſo Gonfiderable, Their Principles, however, 


would by no means allow of it.---This HoLy. 
GHosT or SPIRIT, with Them, is A Peron, 
A Real Hypoftafis ; and not Gop in His Influ- 
ence or Power,---And ſhould we even compli- 
ment Them with The Suppofition; fancy That 
They defire to be underflood in Our Senſe ; What 
would be The Conſequence? No more to Their 
Advantage than this, That taking THESPIRIT 


to mean Influence in Theſe Texts, why, They 
would then ſupply Tue MEDIA TOR from A 


Diviſon, A Portion only of GopnRAD -= 


Here again I am willing to ſpate My Brethren, by reſtrain- 
ing fuch An Obſervation as This : Either, That Tazrs SIR IT, 
us 4 Third, Diftind Perfon, is altogether Imaginary; and there- 


fore, 
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Whereas We fay; It is not The: Influence 
Furniture or Qualification of Any Diſtin&, 
Divine Perſon ; but The Glorious Reſult of 
The Fullneſs of De1Ty ; The Intire Influence of 
THE ONE GOD; His Un&#:m, who is THe 
FATHER of CHRIST ; and who, in point of 
Communication, to ſay Nothing of Other Rea- 
ſons, is ſtiled His FATHER, as well as His 
Gon. ; 
AND, indeed, if we look cloſely into things, 
we ſhall find, That The Scripture itſelf points 
out This. Eſtimate to us. Thus, for inſtance, 
where God ſays, That His SPIRIT ſhould reft 
upon Tue MEDIATOR:? which is As much 
as to ſay, That He would not only put it upon 
Him, but that it ſhould abide py That: He 
would not only dwell in Him, but conflantly - * 
influence Him: The Deſcription of The Mat- 
25 ter is as follows: The ſpirit of wiſdom and un- 
Wes derſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and might, the 
4 ſpirit of knoapledge, and of the fear of Tas 
1 Lox : Including A// Nece gary. Furniture for 
3 the execution of His Mediatorial Character. 
So in The Epiſtle to The Hebrews : Therefore 
. | Gop, even Tyy Gop, hath anointed IHRE 
* 1 with the oil of glaaneſs above Ti hy fellruss To 
| intimate both THE MzDiaToR's Inveſtiture 
with Office, and His Qualifications to diſcharge 


it. And, to mention no more, of like import 
* 18 
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fore, that Tus ME DIATox, in fact, can be ſecure of No Di. 
wine Influence: Or Elſe, That The Spirit, being what they aſſert, 
namely, 4 Third Divine Equal, they have undoubtedly Another 
God. But I paſs theſe things, becauſe I would not preſs them 
too hard. . 
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is What we: find in that forequoted paſſage 
from The A#s, where JesUus of Nazareth is 
faid to be anointed with The HoLy Grosr, 
and with PowtR : The Whole Difference be- 
tween Thoſe Two Words, as I apprehend, being 


po mote than This, That the former, Hot v 


-* 
5 


'GnosrT, ſignifies his Inveſtiture, or Receftegn 


Proper Abilities; and the latter, namely 
Powk, his being under The Perpetual In- 
fluence of His Unction; as what manifeſted it- 
ſelf in his going about doing good, and healing 


all that were oppreſſed of the devil : Therefore 


is it added, conſiſtent with This Explication, 
For Gop was [continually] with Him. He 
Had not only The Office of MR DIA rok, but 


s Conflant TInflux neceſſary to it. N 
5 IN perfect agreement with This U of The 


* 


Word, we read concerning Ourſelves of receiv- 
ing The Spirit of bondage to fear? What! Is 
this 4 Third Perſon in Gop? Or, Is it not ra- 
ther A Spirit or Temper of Mind gendeting to 


bondage? Filled with SJaviſh Fear from the 
apgtehtnſions of Divine Wrath, as due to us 


fox in?! And fo again, The Scripture ſpeaks 


Of The, Spirit off Adoption,” which can mean 


Nothins More, than A Filial, or Childlike Diſs 
poſion; attended with Liberty and Boldngſi in 
Out Approaches to THE Divine Majesty; 
and not A Third Diſtinct Perſon in Gop. In 
like manner St. Paul fays: That Gop had not 
given Wem, h. e. The Apoſtles, The Spirit of 


Fear, but of Power, and the reſt. As much as 
to ſay, That God had not reſigned Them to. 


- ths. The 


om. viii, 15, * Ibid.  *2 Tim. 7. 2 


2 
Himſelf; The, Seat of All Divine Power, and 


file's words are: According to his mercy he ſaved 
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The Fear of Men, to A Cowardly Diſpoftion 
but had filled Them with Courage and Reſp. 


lution for Himſelf, And, to cloſe this account, 
upon the ſame foot, Gop is faid to ſhed Tue 
ory GnosT abundantly upon us. The Apo- 


ws by the waſhing of water and the renewing of 


Tu HoLy GnrosT, which [HoLy GnosT] 


he ſhed on us abundantly, through JesUs,CH R1ST 


Our Saviour.3----Does St. Paul mean, That 


He ſhed A Third Perſon in THE GoDnyEAD 
upon us? Or, rather, Is it not to be under» 
ſtood of Gracious Communications from Gop 


Source of All Spiritual Influence ?---In all theſe 


caſes The Scriptures fully interpret themſebves, 
and refute The Vulgar Theory, © 5 
Tus I have gone thro A Few A 


rguments 
as I faid before, out of A Larger Number in 
Reſerve: And Thoſe not ſelected, as Better 


 #han The Reft, which is The Common Pra- 


Rice; becauſe being Each of Them Equally 


Conclufive, it was indifferent, which I made 


choice of.----And' tho' it is certain, I have not 


faid All that may be offered on The Subjecs, 


nor, indeed, A Quarter Part of what lies by 
me in Manuſcript (being furniſhed with Par- 


ticular Diſſertations on Thoſe Scriptures, which 


more nearly concern This Branch of The Ar- 
gument; and therein with Anſivers to The Moſt 
Material, if not All The Objections, that can 


be made to This Explication) yet, J hope, it 
will be found, even from This Specimen only, 


Thi 


— 


. 


« 

* 
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ferent Hypoft e, in ur Divine Ess8xce ; 3 
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That enough has been offered, to make it 
More than Probable, That God, FATHER, 
and Sp1RIT or Horx GnosT, are Equally 
and Indiſferently Characters of The Same Divine, 
Intelligent” Agent or Being: And That They 
are not to. be diſtributed, after The Popular 
Manner among Diftin#® Tndividuals, or Dif- 


Which was 


Whole that I propoſed in The 
- reſent Attempt. 


Such General Obſervations or Concluſions, as 
naturally ariſe from This View » of THE Go>- 
HEAD. 


c _ 
0 * - 


ACT 
* 840 


HAT I have farther to ſubjoin, will be 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS of 
Concrtusions From Ths © 


a 


IRST. Onz Yer ry Important 3 
which ariſes —.— This Scriptural Ac- 
count of Tue Diving BEING, is, That it 
is from hence very evident, That there is no 
Real Foundation for The Trinitarian Diſtinction 
of DEITY into Gop Es8ENTIAL and Gop 

PERSONAL. >. 2 
I MAKE no queſtion, but moſt of you, 


who have in any meaſure converſed, either. 


with Miniſters or Books on This Subject, have 


frequently met with what I now mention: 


However, leaſt yon ſhould not retain The Di- 
ſtinction with That Strength and Compaſs, 
which may be neceſſary to make you Proper 


Judges in The Argument, I would take This 


Opportunity of refreſhing Your Memories by 


2 1 That according to The Trinitarian 


Theory, * places of Scripture, where it 


ON 
* 
2 


1 
F 8 


C 
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1s faid, There is but Ons Go, or, That Cop 
1 Ons (ſuch as thoſe in The Margins) are to 
be underſtood of Gop Eſſentially that is, of | 
The Intire Divine Eſſence :- Or, in other words, 
That where The Term Gop is indefinitely 
uſed, it is defigned to include The Whole Deity ; 
to ſignify That Gop, with reſpect to His Eſ- 
fence, is Numerically Oxx. But, on the con- 
tfary, according to The Other Part of This 
Syſtem : That All Thoſe places of Scripture, 
Which ſpeak of Gop by way of Ref#*:#ion or 
n ; Or, which uſe The Word with 
A Particular Application to FaT#BR, Sox 
and SPxR1T (ſuch as thoſe belows) are to be 
interpreted of Gop Perfinolly; that is, as T 
would have us believe, of Thoſs Three Difin& 
Perfons, which did Eternally Exiſt in The Di- 
Vine Eſence. 
Tu ls, it is true, is Their Diſincrion, and A 
Very Notable One, They think it ; and bh 
imagine, it will be found, when critica 
amined and applied to Scripture, to be er 
ther Triffling and Abjurd. Suffer me, with 
This View, in the firſt Place to inquire, From 
whence did they borrow This Choice Maxim ? 
What Foundation in Reafon, or, What Auth 
rity from re can They produce for it? þ 
4 to The Light of Nature, Nothing is more _ 
certain, than That its Univerſal Drdtate, in 1 
this caſe, is Abſolute Numerical Unity. Not 1 
One, among The Antient Philoſopher 


x 5, ever > 1 
3 Pome, That The Fin Eternal A was 1 
% any | 
| ds John iv. 24. 1 Cor. Vill. 4. E 20, e. 

N viii, 6. John i. 1. Acts v. 4. N 
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explain Scripture in A Confiftency with itſelf, 
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any more, than One Simple, Uncompounded, 

_ «Conſcious Being, or Mind.-—And for The Sacred 

' Writings, they are fo far from giving Counte- 


nance to This Diſtinction, That an attempt to 


upon Thi Theory, would be Utterly Imprafti- F 
oo It Any Hypothefis ever , threw Darkneſs 
and Confufion upon Scriptnre ; ever ſet Revela- 
tion at Variance with itſelf, The Trinitarian 
certainly does. 

For, ſhould it be allowed, according to 
This Scheme, That The Seri 'ptures. ſometimes 


affirm, That there is but ONE Gop, and at 


other times, That there are Three Diſtinct Per- 
ſons, Each of Them as Properly Gop, as The 


Other ; and All of Them, Co-equal, Co-ęſſen- 
tial, and Co- eternal; What would follow upon 
it, but That Scripture maintains Contradictor y 


Propoſitions ? Or, at leaſt, muſt it be acknow- 


ledged, as AN ecefſary Con ſequence, That Re- 
velation addreſſes us in ſuch A Way, as is 


Highly Equi vocal; and therefore That we 


have No Standard of Explication, nor Any 
Means left us 70 Reconcile Scripture with itſelf. 
The Aſſertion carries its Own Proof along with 
it. For ſhould it be granted, according to 
The Trinitarian Syſtem, That Revelation in this 
and the other place, peremptorily aflerts, That 
there is but Ont Gop, as Abſolutely, or Nu- 
merically One, as words can be made to ſpeaky 
and yet, all the while, in Reality, mean, Tha 
there are, in Tas One Gop, no leſs thalf. 
Three Perſons, Each equally intituled to, and: | 

* of . A man hos be, ey = 


1 
tremely weak in his diſcurſive faculties, not to 
obſerve, That this ſo far embarraſſes Revela- 
tion, as not only to make it Inconfſtent with 
8 but Wholly Unintelligible to Others.----- 
hat Three are One, and One Three, is ſuch A 
Contradiction in Nature, That it would be im- 
poſlible to. faſten I Propoſition of T, his Kind. 
upon The Meaneft Capacity. 
. As Little Succeſs will attend Our Brethren, 
ſhould we follow Them into Their Imaginary 
Reaſon, Their Boaſted Neceſſity for This Diſtin- 


&10n, which is No Other, truly, Than That, 


Beſides The Indefinite Character of Gop, 
by which TRE Divine BEING is ſpoken. of, 
Bfentialh, as They term it; Why, They 
ſometimes find, That Tue FATHER is called 
God; at other times, That Tux Som takes 
Tbe Same Appellation; and, laſtly, That TRE 


Hol Gnos r, in like manner, is ſaid to be 


Gop. And farther (as what abundantly Vet- 
tles Them i in This Diſtinction) That . yo 


frequently, up and down Scripture, ſuch Di- 


ftin} Perſona! Works aſcribed to Them, as, in 
Their Apprehenſion, beſpeak no leſs than 
Three Diſtinet Perſonal 1 — in our Salva- 
tion. Very well, Suffer me only, by the 
way, to congratulate myſelf here, that 

never been left to deny Eitber of Theſe Prin- 
ciples, I have the ſatisfaction of knowing, that 
I have not yet been Intirely Heterodox. -I 
acknowledge, and did ever acknowledge, That 
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT ſtand. deſcribed 


by The Character of Gop in Scripture; and 


* hit They are there * of as Diſtintt 2 


E — 
FT - 


aving i 
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' fonal Agents; as managing Different Parts in 
The Great Affair of Salvation.--- But, What is 


this, ſtrictly ſpeaking to God Ess TAL and 
Gop PrRO AL Surely ſuch A Conclufion as 


this will not oblige me to adopt The Common 


Diſtinction ! muſt be ſtrangely ſunk in 
Stupidity or Prejudice not to See and Confeſs, 
That IHE FaTaER is A Diftin Perſon, 
and 4 Diftinet Perfonal Agent; and That The 
Same Things are equally True of Tus MDI 
ATOR or SoN : Nay farther, Not to acknow- 
ledge, That TRE Hot'v Gnosr likewiſe is 
repreſented, \or ſpoken of in The Same Perſonal 
2 But then, with reſpect to TH 1s-SPIRIT 
or Hoy Gnosr (for it is here, you obſerve, 
that I tick) Notwithſtanding it is certain, 
That He is A Perſon, and Ons really Diftint? 
from Taz Son; and FE add, Notwithſtanding 
farther, That TH1s'Se1RIT is repreſented in 
Seripture as A Diſtin## Perſon, and alſo, as 
ating A Diftinft Part in our Salvation, not to 
ſay Only from Tre Son, but even from THE 
FATHER alſo ; h. e. From THE Ons Gop, 
conſidered ſtrictly in The Paternal Character: 
Yet, I cannot, at preſent, be induced to-believe, 
That He is, Either with regard to His Meta- 


al Nature, or Any Such Conſideration as 
neceflarily implies A Second or Third Intelligent 


in Derry, Another Divine Perſon, Another 


* 


 Fadividual, Diftint from Tux FATHER. 


And having offered The Reaſons, Some of them 


at leaſt, which prevail with me in This Caſe, - 
and which eſtabliſh The Matter to me, 
7 Contradiction, in ds of Thi. Dp 
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78 Lam willing to perſuade myſelf, That 
all-farther trouble about it is Unneceſſary here : 
And that I may immediately poſſeſs myſelf of 
We Conclufon natural from the premiſes, I 
mean, That there is, at lat, A Fair End to 
That Popular Diſtinction of Gop EssENTIAL. 

and GOD PERSONAL: Since with reſpect to 
The: Merapbyſical Nature and Identity of Being, 


; FATHER and SPIRIT are Numerically One. 


£1 


;HoweveR, leaſt what has been already 
zeſted;: ſhould not be- ſufficient to detect 


' The Weakneſs of The Preſent Diſtinction; as The 


Laſt and Moſt "Effectual Means to accompliſh 


it, Let us @þpþ/y This Ingenious Diſtinction to 


The Interpretation of ſome particular paſſage 
of Scripture, and then ſee What Extraordinary 


Ligbt will ariſe: from it. For this purpoſe, 


out of A Great Variety, that might be pro- 
duced, I can think of none More Pertinent and 
ual on Both Sides, than That in The Evans - 
geliſt John; The Words of Our Dear Lox Do 

This. 1s. Life: Eternal, that they might kngw 


 Tazz, Tü OnLy Txuz Gop, and Jxsus 


unis r, whom TRHOU haſt ent. Now if by 
THz ONLY TavE Gon, in this place, we 
are to underſtand FATHER; Son, and SPIRVP 


{as we ought according to We Trinitarian 
Plan, . bectuſe Gop is here ſpoken of Indefi 


nitely or Eſfentidlly) What muſt we do with 
The Remaining Part of the paſſage ? What 
account ſhall we give of THE MEDIATOR? 


For it follows: And Ixsus CHRIST, whom 
2 Tuou ba . . Method of Interpre- 


Tal ion, 


very willing it ſhould have the advantage vf #- 
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tation, we ſhall have Four PrRSONS in Tre | 
GoDHEAD ; Four Objects of Faith inſtead 
of TREE. But, in Contradiction to The. 
Preſent Maxim, it is very evident from The. 
Context, That by THE Ons ONLY TRUE” 
Gop, is intended No Other than Tye Di- 
vINE BEING HIMSELF, h. e. THE FATHER, 
in Diſtinction from CuisT, TE MEDIA- 
TOR, This is eaſily collected, As He appears 
to be The Object, to whom Oux Loxp here 
applies, from his calling Him Far RR, once 
and again; and Hor y and Rrourzovs 
FATHER in different parts of His Addreſs. 
And then with referehce to TuT Horx 
GnosT, we may farther obſerve, That there 
is not A Breath concerning HI in This Text; 
and yet, That even 4oithout This Penſon, fore 
mally introduced, and made Neceſſary to Hap- 
pineſs, as A Diftin® Divine Perſon, Salvation 


a8 aſſured to The Church upon The Sole Belieu. 


in Tux FATHER, as THE ONLY TRUE 
Gop, and in Jzsvs cuxler, as His Ordi- 
nance and Miſion. 

I rap, indeed, at firſt, no Sci of 
putting This Maxim to Parther T orture, than 
what it has now undergone : But appre- 
hending, on Another View of Things, That 


Some may be ready to inſinuate, That FH 


is only A Partial Teſ of The: "Rule, Fran 


Second Experiment. Let it therefore be applied 
to Another Text, ſuch in particular, where The 
Deſcription wholly turns on THE Diving © 


Brix; as 1 for ö ;Thaxs in The. 


* 
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Goſpel by St. Jobn: Gop is A Spirit. Here, 
by The Inſtructions before us, God is to be un- 
derftood Eſjentially: That is to fay, of Fa- 
THER, SON, and SPIRIT exhibiting The Modal 
—— of Tux Diving BeinG from Eter- 
: Beit fo. And this you are tarther to 
— without Any Intimations of A Media- 
tor, Any diſcoveries of Salvation and Happineſs 
to Fallen Creatures. What A Bleſſed Situation 
is Here! See The Eſtimate we are to make of 
it in: The Fir/# Part of The Diſcourſe. ----The 
-Conclufion:then from hence is, That The Rule, 
| in Tig Application of it, happens to prove as 
"Defective as it was Redundant in The Other: 
And therefore upon The Whole, That The 
Diſlinction, we have been now cxaminingy 18 

Doch Unſcriptural and Inſigniſicant. 


I AM aware; That before I ſhall be whe. 


folly to acquit yſell on This Subject, I thall 


be obliged to take notice of Some Such In- 


oP or Foce as what follows: 


” 
* 
SE 


7 


THE OBIECTION. 


5 Doxs not My Bible (will One 45 fre 


auently inculcate The Doctrine of FAT HER, 
Hon, and Sp1R1IT ; and fo, of neceſſity, lead 
me to conceive of Salvation as contrived, car- 


ried on, and effected by TREE THREE T 


Ts.not The Great Work of Our Recovery and 


Happineſs commonly attributed to THREE * * 


ee, ? And are not ThosE TaREE per- 
H2 petually 


7 ** iv. 24. See The Concordance Recommended * 
b Owen on the word Gov. 
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petually deſcr bed by - Perſonal Characters and 


Works ? What then am I to make of TRRESR 
THREE? By What Name am I to call Them, 
if They be not THREE PERSONS, THREE 
Diſtin& Agents? | 
Tus is neither more nor leſs, than The 
Same Thing in Another Form : Only That Our 


Brethren are ſo fond of This Darling Notion, 


that They will with Great Drfficulty be 
brought to reſign it; and therefore. oblige us 
to hall The Argument over again, that. we 


may have A Better Opportunity of fatening 


The Conviction upon T hem. 


TRE 3 | 


I coxrxss, there is ſo much weight in An 
Obection of This Kind, as founded upon The 


Current Repreſentations of Scripture, That I 
cannot hut indulge myſelf a Greater Scope upon 


This Obſervation, in order to ſet My Own 
Principles in full view, and affiſt The Chriſtian 


on This Part of Revelation, than would be 


otherwiſe Proper or Allowable, within the 
compaſs of A Single Diſcourſe. In anſwer 
therefore to what has been now propoſed : It 
is allowed (as it was above) That The Scri- 


ture does frequently make mention of Three ; 
that The Great Concerns of Salvation are di- 


ſtributed among TROSRE THREE; and that 
we are, by theſe means, taught to conceive 


l Our Recovery, as effected by ſo many Di- 
Pine Perſonal Agents. Yet, What of All 


hes Such A Repre ſentation wal no more. 
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prove That there are actually Three Diftint? 
Intelligent Agents or Perſons in Tus Gop+ 
HEAD; than my ſaying, That The Emperor 
of Germany, The King of Great Britain, and 
The Elector of Hanover, are Three Diſtin&# 
Perſons, becauſe They may be jointly con- 


| cerned in ſome Important Alliance under 


Thoſe Characters. -In The Preſent Suppofition 
there are Nomznally Three Perſons, but in Reg- 
lity Two Only. And it is juſt fo, I apprehend, 
with regard to The Dectrine of Divine Per ſ6- 
nality.---For inſtance, As The King of Great 
Britain and The Elector of Hanover is but 


One Perſon Really, tho Nominally Two; fo 


'Gop Taz FATHER and TE Holy GrnosT 
are Two in Name, but One only in Perſon.---- 
Nay farther (for I would by no means confine 

The Argument) We will, for once, ſay That 

The King of Great Britain and The Elector 

of Hanover are Two Perſons, not only as The 

Same Prince ſuſtains Tuo Different Characters; 
but as he is not fri#ly The Same Perſon, nor 
does, in fact, perform The Same Ads under 
One Cbaracter, as he is, and does under The 
.Other. As Elector of Hanover, he may be 
conſidered as One Peron (and that, in a ſenſe, 
_diftin# from what he is under Another Title; 
ſubſiſting as That Perſon, I mean, as Elector 
of Hanover, tho he were ſuppoſed to bear No 
. Other) And as King of Great Britain, he may 
be conſidered as Another Perſon, at as Great A 
Remove from Elector of Hanover, as Elector 
of Hanser is from King of Great Britain: 
[This Deftinttion of Perſons turning upon The 


Exerciſe | 


W © 
ow 
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_ Exerciſe of The Particular Offices and Powers 
reſpectively connected with Theſe Different 
Chara@ers.---Well, All this being allowed (and 
by the way it is allowing, I imagine, All that 

any can defire) What is gained by it, in the 
iſſue, as to Proper, Diftin Perſonality ? No- 
thing at all. The Characters and Perſons (un- 

der this view of Perſons) will ſtill return upon, 
and center th One Intelligent Agent.---To bring 
this home to The Preſent Argument: In the 
fame manner, we maintain, concerning THE 
DivIxE BRING, and have The Higheſt Rea- 
fon for it, That he is Tw Nomtnally £ to His 
Grand, Comprehenſive, Leading raters) 
nay, and Two Perſonally, even FATHER and 
SPIRIT : Conſidering The Same Intelligent 

Being, as ſtanding in Different Relations, and 

acting in Different Lights; The Peculiars of 

One as different from The Other, as if reſident 
in Perſons actually different among Them- 
ſelves: Becauſe here Gop or The Firft Cauſe is 
A FATHER in One View, and A SPIRIT in 
 Another.----Why, we dare affirm, even All 

This of The Diving BEING: Nay we do 

-affrm it, as what in no wiſe exceeds The 
Truth: And yet, when it is done, What is The 
Amount of The Whole Aſſertion? What Ad- 
vance does it make towards The Proof of 
Three Diſtinct Perſons in TR Diving Es- 
'SENCE ? Juſt none at all.---It is true, it makes 
A Proper Diſtinction in TR GoDnEaD for 
Theſe Perſonal Attributions, and, I apprehend, 


11 that is The Whole, which The Doctrine re- 
M 5 . a " 
= quires,----Txx Divine BEING is Ons, and 


/ 
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yet Two, ſuppoſing The Same Intelligent Agent 
to ſuſtain Two Different Characters; Chara- 
ers as Different, as if They belonged to 
Different Perſons ; Charafers as Different, as 
Thoſe of King of Great Britain and Elector of 
Hanover : Yet, behold! all this while, we 
have but Ox Gop, that is to ſay, properly 
ſpeaking, One Intelligent Agent or Perſon. 

Tnus much as to Gop or Tye Divine 
BEING, which helps us to account for Tuo 
of Theſe Perſonal Cbaracters. Then farther, 
with reſpect to CHRIST, Tye MEDIATOR 
(to make up what remains of The Comple- 
ment) None will more willingly allow Him 
to be A Perſon, than myſelf : That is what I 
readily. grant; nay, what I ſtrenuouſly contend 
for: I mean, That Tye MEpiaTor is A. 
Perſon, and A Diſtinct Perſon from THE 
Divine BEING, both as FATHER and HoLy' 
GHrosT; as much as The Emperor of Ger- 
many is A Diſtin# Perſon from The King of 
Great Britain and The Elector of Hanover. 
So that here we have No Difficulty in our 
way: It is full as eaſy to account for The 
Attribution of Perſonal Characters and Perſo- 
nal Works to THE MEDIATOR upon Our 
Syſtem, as upon The Yulgar.---But this, I ſhall 
be told, does not come up to The Trinitarian 
Account of Tye Son's Diſtin& Perſon? In- 
deed, I do not know, how it ſhould : Nor is 
it poſſible for me to conceive, how The Trini- 
tarians can ever make out That Perſonality, 
which They attribute to TRE So; what I 
deſign is, How They can furniſh us with ſuf- 

8 Ent 1 Scient 
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ficient Proof, That He is A Second Perſon, 
Eternally fubfifing ' in Tue UniTY of Tae 
Divine Es8ENCE. It is true, The Text ſays: 
That Gop has made Him, both Lox p and ' 
CHRIST.” But does it follow from thence, 
That He did Neceſſarily and Eternally Exiſi 5 
Or, That He is LoxD and CnRISTH Griginallß 
and Independent of Any Firſt Cauſe? (for No- 
thing Short of This will riſe to Their Pitch) 
Verily, quite the Reverſe ; The Bare Letter of 
The Text pronounces againſt Them.---No, it 
is ſufficient, I apprehend, That He is TR 
Mia rox, TRE MxssiAn, Twp Son; and 
the reſt; ſufficient to prove Him 4 Diſtinct 
Perſon from TE Divine BRTN S (Which is 
all that we want, at preſent) tho“ not AD 
Hine Perſon in Fux GODRE Ap. 

IN one word, and to cloſe This Part of: The. 
Obſervation : We ate free to acknowledge,” 
that The Concerns of Salvation are repraſented 
as lying between Taxes ; and that Thoſe 
Trex, in Scripture, are. frequently deſcribed 
by Perſonal Names; and farther, that there ic 
fuch' 4 Diſtinction in The Beings ſuſtaining 
Thoje Names, that we may, upon Warrantable 
Principles, call Them Perſens (Y ou ſee to what 
Lengths we can go:) Nay more, We can even 
acknowledge THE SpIRIT or HoLy GHOST 
to be 4 Perſon, and That A Divine. Perjon, 
But then, it muſt be obſerved, that The 
Whole of This is allowed in Reference to The 
Manner in which we have all along accounted 
for Divine . „ An is to 85 — 
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there are THREE in Name, but Two only in 
Fact: Two Really, which are Tux FaTH ER 
and CRHRRISTH; but TyuREE Nominally: Becauſe 
Tax. Divinz BeixG ſuſtains Two Grand, 
Diſtinguiſhing Characters, namely, Thoſe of 

Faruk and Sp1RIT. And yet call Tce, 1 

\ mean, FATHER and Se1R1T, Perſons if you 
| pleaſe; not only, becauſe They have One Common 
-Subſtratum, or center Equally in THE SAME 
Divx BRING; but alſo, becauſe Gop, in 
The Diſcharge of Theſe Relations, and The 
Offices connected with Them, acts in as Diffe- 
'" * Ligbts, and by as Different Mays, as if 
Theſe C ClarBters terminated in, and ne 

upon Two Diſtin& Perſons. 

Urox The Whole . it is no difficult 
matter to obſerve, from what has been now 
offered, That 1 have no Objection to The Do- 

Frine of Perſonality in The Main of it; but, 
on the contrary, am ready to own, That, be- 
© ſides its being Proper Enough, as to The Groſs or 

Bulk of it, 4 is, indeed, farther, So Neceſſary 

-to The Reading Our Bible, and Underſfand- 

ing The Method of Salvation, That we cannot 
do without it. My Objection therefore is in- 
tirely levelled againſt - This . Diftinf# Divine 
« Perſonality ; making abſolutely Three Diſtine? | 

Intelligent Agents or Perſons in THE Diving 

BEING. For notwithſtanding All The Con- 
- ceffions I have hitherto made on This Head, I 
- am ſtill obliged to abide by My Firſt Grand 

"nn: of Interpreting Scripture, Which is, 
| I That 

See Mr, Lad Rupd's Letter to- The Congregation in 


- Broad Street, Wapein; Where This — is diſcuſſed: 
Pag. 6. and on. 4 
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That thro' The Whole of Revelation, in The 
Great Affair of Our Recovery and Happineſs, 
Ae are, in reality, concerned with No More than 


Two Diſtin& Perſonages, namely, Gop and 


CnxrIsT, or Tye Divine and MEDiATo0- 


 RIAZ BEeiNGs---But only as THE Diving 
BEING ſtands in Such Different Lights, and 
tranſacts Such Different Parts in Salvation, 


Sometimes with regard to His Grate, and at 
Other Times with regard to His Powers why, 
Hie ſuſtains Tuo Such Characters, as allow us 
to ſpeak of Him under Two Different Perſonal 


Names, and, in A Senſe, to conceive of Him, 


as Tuo Different Perſons.---And Tam humbly 
of opinion, That it has been Our Ignorance of 


This Diſtinction; Our not underſtanding how 


The Great Affair of Salvation is managed by 


Go and CuRI1sT, under Theſe Three Leading 


Characters, that has ſo long inſlaved us to The 


Popular Theory. For want of This, we have, 


as it were, been thrown on A Sort of Neceſſity 


(at leaſt what has paſſed with us for ſuch) of 
making Three Diſtinct Perfons in THE Gop- 
"HEAD, to account for The Three Diftinct Per- 
-ſonal Names, aſcribed to THE FATHER and 
Som, and The Diſtinct Acts affirmed of Thoſe 
© Perſonal Names; which, tho' Three in Number, 


center only in Two Intelligent Agents. 


- IT mrGnr, indeed, if it were not overbearing 
Nur Patience, and cloging The Argument too 
much, Farther obſerve, by way of 1/luſtration 
and Proof of what is before us, That it is No 
_ : Uncommon Thing among Men, for To. or 
More Characters to center in One and The Same 
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4 Perſon; and for That Perjon, in conſequence 
of Such Variety of Character, to hive! Diffe- 
rent Perſonal Works aſcribed bim. Thus, for 
Example, A Man may be A Father, A NM. | 
fer, and A Magiſtrate, h. e. A Ruler; Judge, 
\ or g: And he may have The Diftini? Per- 
| Mor bs, ſuited to Thoſe Various Characters 
aid to Him; nay, what is more, he may 
Ml 2ctually diſcharg e The Several Duties laid up 
in Thoſe Different Relations towards One and 
| The Same Subjett:-- But, I imagine, The Whole 
ll of this is fo plain, that I ſhould juſtly offend 
by attempting farther Inlargement. 
Ir there be Any Thing yet remaining Ne- 
ceſſary to clear up This Part of the Argument, 
it can be charged only to Some Scrupie, that 
may poſſibly riſe in A Tender, Inquiſitive 
Mind, with reſpe& to The Validity of This 
Syſtem i in point of Eternal Happineſs and Life. 
But What Suſpicions of This Sort there 
ſhould be attending Our Hypothefis, more than 
That, which is commonly received, I profeſs, I 
cannot, at preſent, diſcern,---] challenge The 
M Pre ſudiced, and Artful of My Aduerſa- 
ries to 3 One Convincing Argument or | 
Reaſon, Why TR Diving BeinG, as A _—_ 


. FATHER in Relation, and A SPIRIT in Ope- "iN 
| ration; and Tur SON, conſidered. as THE 4 
0 ' Mzes$1an, or Alone MepraTor between 4 


Gop and Man: Why Tazse Two, One 


£ Gop and ONE MEDIATOR, The Former, as 
1 The Fountain of All, and The Latter, as The 
"0 Medium or Inflrument, are not Every Way as 

4 ſufficient to The Great Purpoſes of Salvation, 
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as The Trinitarian Repreſentation of this mat- 
ter by ONE Gop and THREE Diving PER- 
soNs. For beſides, that I am obliged to think, 
from The Nature and Dependence of Things, 
That Gop in CHRIST, or, which is the ſame 
in other words, THE Divine BEIxG by and 
thro' A Proper Medium, is Equal to All The 
Neceſſities of my Soul, for Time and Eternity : 
I would fain know, What is The Advantage, 
with regard to Any Thing Spiritual, Any 
Grand Eſential in Salvation, which The Ti- 
2tartans ſecure to Themſelves, above what is 
provided for Here; when it is Notorious, that 
They Themſelves allow, That One Divine 
Perſon (to go no farther) is s peſſeſſed of A. 
Much, as The Intire Three, in ConjunRion ? 
If this be true, or, rather, if this be A Prin- 
ciple with The 7 rinitarians, as it undoubtedly 


is, Then it follows of courſe, That This Divi- 
Jon of Tut GoDHEAD is altogether Needleſs ; 


it follows even upon Their Own Explication 
of A Divine Perſe wy : Becauſe One poſſeſſing 
As Much as Tire, of Them are Neceſ- 

1 5 off. And Again, 
ſingly, wich reference to Tus MIA ro- 
RIAL BEIN, I have The Same Demand to 
make as before, What Subſtantial Reaſon can 
They give, Why ONE MEpiarToR, in My 
Account of HI, is not as Sufficient to diſ- 


charge The Office, to which He was appointed 


by His FATHER, when it is confeſſed That 
All The Fulneſs of Tus Gop HEAD dwells in 
Him bodily ; as Their Second Perſon in Union 
with * Human N ature ? Why cannot Our 
MEpi- 
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| MevpiarTor perform The Same Works, and un- 
dergo The Same Sufferings, as The Trinitarian? 
And why ſhould not His Obedience and Suf- 
ferings be as Valuable with The Divine BR 
ING as THEIR MEDIAToOR's? For, good 
now, let it be conſidered, What is it that 
Tazir MEDIATOR poſſeſſes, as to His Pri- 
vate Nature and Conſtitution, which Ours. 
has not? And if They are Both upon à par with 
regard to Perſonal Dignity and Furniture, what 
Superior Influence, either as to Obedience or Suf- 
fering, Satisfattion or Merit, can TyE1Rs pre- 
tend to, which Ours does not equally claim? 
The Trinitarian MEDIATOR can riſe no higher 
than IMmanuer, Gop with Us; and, be it 
1 known to Them, Our MEDIATOR is no leſs: 
Hex can but fulfil the lau, and exprate the guilt. 
of fin; Our MeD1aToOR, I am not aſhamed: 
to confeſs, has equal intereſt in thoſe things. 
So that, in one word, to cloſe This Obſervas. 
tion, unleſs thoſe in The Vulgar Theory can 
refute Theſe Principles (which, I will venture 
to ſay, will prove No Light Taſte) This Syſtem 
bids as fair for Salvation as That of Trinita- 
rianiſm.----1 wiſh, from the bottom of My 
Heart, They would once undertake This 
Work; They would certainly find Themſelves 
More Intangled, than They can readily be 
aware of: And, what is much more, -unleſs-I 
am Strangely Miſtaken, would fall under The 
Strongeft Temptations of quitting The Popular 
Sy/fem, and Embrace Unitarianiſin, as it pre- 
ſents Itſelf from The Native, Unmixt Evidence 
of Scripture. But then | 
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- SECONDLY. ANOTHER Obſervation, which 
Naturally ariſes from This Subject, is, The 
Neceſſity, which Our Trinitarian Brethren ate " | 
under, to recede from Their Preſent Definition 
of the Word Perſon, as applied by Them, to 
What They call Different Subiſtencies in TRR 0 
Divine EssENCE.—— This will immediately 
appear, when you know That Each Divine 1 
Perſon with Them is An Individual Intelligent . 
ent 3; No Property, Attribute or Mode, but 
Real, A Subjiſting Perſon, An Hypoſtaſis ; 
An Individual, That W Lr Exiſts, and is | 
Independent in reſpect of Perſonality. No- 
if This be A Fuſt Definition of The Word 
Perſon, as applied to The Popular Diſtinctions 
in TAE GephrAp, What is The Conſe- 14 
quence? Why, That then there are THREE 
Gops: Becauſe Whatever is ſuch A Diſtinct 
Subſtance with reſpe& to DerTyY, and Exiſts 
in The Manner here ſet forth, muſt of Neceſ- 
.. fty be Gop. But fay They, This is true of 
ree Hypoftaſes, Three Real, Subſiſting Per- 
pins; therefore Conclude we, from Their Own 
Premiſes, There are THREE Gops.---If They 
1 deny .Th:s Conclufion, as, we may be fure, They 
a will; What is The Conſequence then? No- 
F + _. thing lefs, than what I am here yn. 
RE NF IP a for- 
Dr. Vaterland Sermons, Preface, p. 51. And Firſt De- 
fence, p. 350. 4 Dr. Waterland's Sermons, p. 140. 
Firſt „ p. 350. and 355. Second Defence, 9. 766. 


Dr. Ridgley's Body of Divinity, Vol. I. p. 116. His words, 
2 nate: The Divine Perſons have 4 Netefſary Exiftenct and Perso- 
* h, as being in 4 Rehe, Independent. — And afterwards, 
= ſpeaking of TE Son and Holy Guosr, he ſays: They have 
. . The Divine Nature in The Same Senſe, in which Tre FATHER 
5 is faid to have it, p. 117. * | * 
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for, namely, That They give up This Defini- 


tion, as the only way to prevent Such An In- 
ference. But this They cannot do, without 
Certain Deſtruction to Their Own Cauſe. 


Very True; Therefore fay The Unitarians, we 


will condemn Them out of Thetr own Mouths. 
For at the ſame time, That They fay, This is 
A Fuſt Definition of A Divine Perſon, at the 
ſame time, and upon Their Own Definition, 
will we prove, That there is but Oxꝝ Gon, 
that is, as we have all along explained out- 
ſelves, One Divine Hypoſtafis, Intelligent Agent 
or Peron. The Reaſon of This is evident, 
from what has been already ſuggeſted, namely, 
That as Whatever Neceſſarily Exiſts and pg 
fees All Divine Perfections muſt, upon TI 


rinciples, be Gop; ſo There can be but-One = 


Such, becauſe Wherever Eternity of Exiſtence 
and Perfection of Nature center in Any One 
Hui vidual, there Every Other, Every Second 
of That Kind, is for ever Excluded. De 


Tyrinitarian Definition of THE Diving BEIN 
and A Divine PERSON is Iirely The Same, 


and therefore, if there be (as there certainly 


is) but ON Gon, it follows even upon Their 
Own Reaſoning, That there is but One Di- 
dine Hypoſtafe ot Pn. 


Txr1s I might have introduced, as An Ar 


gument in favour of The Comment upon The , 
Text, or The Explication of The Term Gop, 

under The Firſt Branch of The Diſcourſe. 
And, indeed, AH, ery Strong and: Pertiment 
— -okg is. But notwithſtanding” I omitted 
” it e 


, leaſt I ſhould have given umbrage to 


* A 
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Some Over Smart, Critical Gentlemen, who 
might have been ready to have told me, it too 
much coincided with My Fir/ Argument ; 4 
could not think myſelf obliged to ſhut it in- 
tirely out: And tho it ſtand at this diſtance 
from That part of The Subject, I hope, it will 
not come too late, to convince My B#ethren 
of Their Groſs Miſtakes in The Boctrine of 
Tu GoDpHEAD, and let Them ſee by How 
Many Ways, we have The Advantage againſt 
Them, Once More, | 
Tr1izpLy. A Farther Improvement upon 
This Occaſion may be, That after what has 
been advanced, it is No Difficult Matter to 
ſee, not only upon What Artifice The Trini- 
tarian Theory fubfifts ; but alſo, thro' What 
Door it crept firſt into The Church. | 
Tun Main Hinge upon which it turns, is 
No Other than, That Running Diftin#ion of 
Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity; that 
is, in other terms, Three Perſons and One God, 
One God and Three Perfins,---This is intirely 
. A' Scholaſtic Sopbiſin, e. and, thro' The Whirl of 
' Expreſſion, makes Thoſe: who uſe it So Giday, 
That They have No Opportunity to trace That 
- Maze , Error, which is Artfully concealed 
under it. The Good People, truly, think 
- Themſelves ſufficient Happy; Pious, Orthodox 
© Chriſtians, while they keep tight to THE 
Divine Unity, and iy affert, That there 
is but ONE Gop; Never conſidering the 
lengths to which They run Themſelves, by 
2 2 een of Three He ack nor er 
„ LO 
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That Part of The Scheme comports with The 
Other. It being certain, to A Demonſtration, 
That, would They carefully enter into things, 


and examine even The Trinitarian Definitions 
only, They would fee, Either, That they have 


TREE Gops in Theſe Three Perſons, Or Elſe, 


No Gop, but what ſubſiſts in The Pure Di- 
vine Eſſence : And therefore that One Branch 


of The Syſtem is ContradiFory to, and, by 


conſequence, ſubverſive of The Other. 

As to The Rije of This Theory, or The Oc- 
cafion by which it was firſt introduced, it ap- 
pears to have been No Other, than 4 Fond 
Conceit, That The Grand Characters, by which 
THE Divins BEING ſtands revealed in Scri- 
fture, which are Thoſe of FATHER and SpI- 
RIT, were deſigned to expreſs His Metaphyfi- 
cal Nature, or Modal Exiſtence : Whereas it 
is evident, beyond Contradiction, That, tho? 


the word Spirit very well repreſen ts The Pri- 


vate Nature of THE Divine BEING, and 


therefore may be included, as An Idea in "That 
Term, yet, conſidering. Thoſe Characters in 
reference to The Work of Salvation (which is 


certainly Their Grand Uſe and Intention in 
Scripture) That They are rather deſigned to 
inſtruct us into The Relation and Influence ot 


Taz Diving BEING; What Capacity H 


ſuſtains, and What Work He performs in 


The Great Buſineſs of Our Recovery and Hap- 


Prneſs.----The fame may be ſaid as to THE 


MED1AToOR or SoN. 


Axp were people as Honeft to avow Theſe 


Principles, as it is certain, They muſt be ready, Y 
. Tote Them in ( provided They make Any 


| K * 


4 


— aut. 


All Scholaſtic Modes of Explication thrown 
afide, and The Pure Doctrine of Ab/olute Di- 
dine Unity, upon The Plain, Familiar Repre- 
ſentations of Scripture, Univerſally eſpouſed. 


Our Subject may be, That The Admiſion of 
The Doctrine of The Trinity, in the preſent 
Scholaftic Form of it, is No Way Neceſſary to 
Satvation : From whence it will follow, That 
it is No Fundamental in Chriſtianity : And 
from thence, again, That it is Net of Such Im- 

tance, as to be made 4 Term of Communion, 


| notwithſtanding The Fondneſs of Some Congres 
gations in that particular. 


I ſhall loply undertake The Proof of The Firft 
of Theſe Aſſertions, becauſe the reſt are ſo nearly 
connected with it, that if That Part of The 
Argument be eſtabliſhed, The Other will fol- 
low by unavoidable conſequence. 

Axp That The Admiſſion of The Doctrine of 
The Trinity, in its Preſent Scholaſtic Form, is 
No Way Neceſſary to Salvation, will appear 
from what follows : 

I. BECAUSE it is No Where expreſſly revealed 
in Scripture, The Sole Standard of Religious 


_ Faith, as well as Teſt of Chriſtian Behaviour. 


We have No ſuch Account of The Doctrine of 


The Godhead in Revelation, as That handed 


down -to us by The Schoolmen, Namely, Of 


Three Divine Perſons and One Divine Eſſence : 
Or in other words, Three Perſons eternally ſub- 
Sting g. and afting as Individuals, or Diftint 
ents in Our Salvation. The 2 ture is an 


. anger; both to The Principle itjelf, te _ 


Uk of Their Natural Senſes) we ſhould find 


FoukTHLY. TAE Next Conclufion from 


7 


1 


1 


1 
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The Form of expreſſion invented to explain it,” 
It No Where enters thus nicely into The Diſ- 


pute, nor aſſerts /o roundly concerning The Di- 


vine Mode of Exiſtence. But Who ſees not, 
That had The Doctrine itſelf been True, and 
Such A Particular Explication of it Neceſſary 


zo Salvation; that is to ſay, Had it been An 


Eſſential in Chriſtianity ; what we muſt have 
known and believed as An Abſolute Qualification 


for Heaven ; that then The Scriptures of ne- 


ceſſity muſt have been expreſs and peremptory 

in ſtating the point.--- An ambiguous, equi vocal 
Form of expreſſion in a matter of this conſe- 
quence, would not only have been dangerous to 


us, but have borne hard upon All The Perfecti- 


ons of The Divine Author, Wherefore we con- 
clude, with the higheſt degree of Certainty, 
That foraſmuch as Tye Divine BEING him- 
ſelf has not been particular and expreſs in de- 
claring His Mode of Exiſtence; or, which is 
the ſame thing, foraſmuch as The Scriptures are 
intirely filent on this head, and know Nothing 
of The Preſent Scholaſtic Theory, That therefore 
The Admiſſion of it, in That Form, cannot be A 
Neceſſary Prerequiſite to Salvation. Again, 
2. Tus farther appears, Becauſe Al The 
Saints under The Old Teftament Diſpenſation, 


Me Patriarchs, and Antient Jews eſpecially, 
were admitted to heaven, without Any Preciſe 
Intimations of This Kind, Any Explicit Inſtru- 


ctions in This 92 5 
Tur The Believing Fews, under The For- 


mer Diſpenſation, were admitted to glory, 1 


ſuppoſe, None will diſpute: And That they muſt 


It 
* 
* 
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”% < 
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De Former Di 
gine, That His Wiſdom and Power are con» 
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with The Doctrine of The Trinity, in its Pre- 
nt Mode of Exhibition, will be as readily ad- 


mitted by thoſe, who are converſant with The 


Writings 25 The Old T, eftament.* Not, indeed, 


That The Trinitarians themſelves pretend to 
fay, there were Any Clear or Poſitive Diſco- 
veries of This Sort, till the times of CHRIST 
and His Apoſtles. ----Here then The A * 
is This : If it be fact, that The Antient 
and Patriarchs, ander The Former O gears 
Diſpenſation, were brought to glory, without 
x Particular Acquaintance with, and Pro- 
of The Preſent Doctrine of The Trinity, 
7 be Conclufion is very Eaſy and Natural; 
namely, That The Admiſion of The Doctrine, 


in The Form in which it is now preſented, is No 
Way Neecgſſary to Salvation.----Not but for the 


fake of inlarging The Argument, we might far- 
ther reaſon after ſome ſuch manner as this: If 
Taz Divine. BEING, even without The Ex- 
plicit Revelation of The New Teftament, under 
the more General Diſcoveries of Himſelf as 


Gad, Father, and Spirit (underſtood, at leaſt 
by The Bulk of Mankind, in 4 Natural Way 


only) was ſufficient to convert and fave, under 
/ation, how are we to ima- 


ratted ; or, that He is not Equal to The Same 
Purpoſes, even without The Metaphyſical Di- 
ſtinctions of The Schools (ſuppoſing Them Juſt) 
under The Preſent ?* — 17 e Jeu were ſaved 


without This 2" OW I think, a in their 


fenſes, will diſpute The Poſſibility of it with 
reſpect to Us, | * once more, 


* 


* 
„ 


3. WIr n- | 
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3. Wirnour going ſo far back as The An 
tien⸗ Jews and Patriarebs, we have an account 
of Some, under The New Teftament, who 
were Real Chriſtians, being treated as Perſons 


of That Character by The Apoſtle, and there» 
fore Such as could —— poſlibly fail of Salva- 

tion, who, nevertheleſs, at the ſame time, bad 

not /o much as beard of One of Tur THREE 

Divine PersoNs. Surprifing, indeed, you 


will ay! Read that paſſage in The As of The 


ble, and you will find, That the obſerva- 


tion is well ſupported, . It begins thus : And it 
came to paſs, that while Apollos was at Co- 
rinth, Paul having paſſed through the upper 


coaſts, came to Epheſus: And finding certain vg 


diſciples, be ſaid — them, Have ye 7 
He Holy Gnosr fince ye believed? 


whether there be any HoLy GHOST. 

"And he faid unto them, Unto what then were ye 
baptized? And they ſaid, Unto John's baptiſm, 
* en ſaid Paul, John verily op with = 
aptiſm of repentance, ſaying unto the peo 

T ij ſhould bite on him, which ſhould 
come after him, that is, on CRIST Joes 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of TRE Lord Jes. And when Paul 
bad laid his hands upon them, Tus Horx 


GuosT came on them ; and they ſpake with 


* fengues, and . prophefied.3-----Now what think 


you of this hiſtory? Were They Chriſtians, 
or not? The Text aſſerts it; giving this Teſti- 


mony of them, That they believed+, And that 


it was 4 Faith terminating on The Right Ob- 


ot, that is to ſay, on Tus Lozp Jxsus 


—_ 


8 Ch. xix. 16. + wer. 2. CHRIST, 


| id unto bim, We baue not ſo much * = | 
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CruxrisT, as We Perſon whom Jobn pointed 
to in his Doctrine and Baptiſm, is evident from 
the account given of this matter in the words 
following: John verily baptized with the bap- 
tiſm of repentance,” ſaying-----that they ſhould 
believe o0n-----CHRIsT JESUs.5 Nay farther, 
to-put. this matter beyond 'all doubt, to con- 
vince us that they were Real Believers, in The 
Goel ſenſe of the word, The Apoſtle takes 
and baptizes them in the name of THE Loxp 
Jesvs-CuRIsT ; thereby fully affuring us, that 
they had That Faith, which is a neceſſary pre- 
requifite to Water Baptiſm. Aſtoniſhing !| How | 
can this be, will A Modern Chriſtian, A Tri- 
nitarian Believer ſay? That Perſon cannot be- 
lieve in CHRIST ; be a ſubject of Baptiſm ; and 


be intituled to Glory, who does not bold, That 
33 there are Three Perſons, FaTHER, Sow and 


SPIRIT, eternally ſubfiſting in Tut DIivINE 
ESSENCE.-----But ſparing This Bluſter, This 
Surpriſe and Wonderment; Thus The Fact 
ſtands: Believers They were; being acknow- 
lledged and treated as Such by The Apoſtle, and 
therefore heirs of heaven and happineſs : And 
all this, at the ſame time, That they had not 
ſo much as heard, whether there was any 
HoLy GnosT, or not. They were unac- 
quainted with The Name, as well as ſtrangers 
to bis miraculous power,----Will any, after ſuch 
A Relation as this, pretend to ſay, That Tri- 
 mtariamſm is A Fundamental, An Eſſential in 
Religion; of Such Importance, That perſons _ 
are to be excluded Communion here, and have 
the doors of heaven ſhut againſt them hereafter, 
unleſs they receive and profeſs it in The Preſents + 
« 3 atr.-4: : e Scholaflag _ 2 
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Seholaftic Form? ----Thoſe who are hardy 
enough for this, muſt be capable of imbibing 
the moſt palpable abſurdities, and deſcending 
to the vileſt methods of perſecution. 1 
SUCH an acceſſion as this (ſo much am I 
diſpoſed to oblige My Brethren, could I do it 
on any -rational terms) I am very willing to 
make in The Controverſy ; I mean, That fince 
it has pleaſed Gop, under The New Teſtament 
Diſpenſation, to reveal HiMsELF, in conjun- 
ction with Tues MEeDpiaToR, under The 
Grand, Diſtinguiſhing Characters of Fa TH ER, 
SON, and SPIRIT, All that is truly Theological, 
really Divine in That Doctrine, has an un- 
doubted claim upon our faith ; ought to be ad- 
mitted and profeſſed by us; unleſs we are diſ- 
ſed to reject Revelation, and renounce our 
intereſt in the character of Chriſtians. Upon 
this account, the circumſtances of things with 
us are remarkably changed from what they 
were under The Fewwiſh Oeconomy, That could 
not be exacted at their hands, with which 
they were not intruſted.---But ſince THE DI- 
VINE BEING has made An Advance upon Re- 
velation, and we are ſo happy, as to poſleſs 
His /aft and fulleſt Diſcoveries, it is eaſy to ſee, 
That our faith is to be regulated by This Stan- 
dard, and to correſpond with 1t.---It is therefore 
Only The Vain Philoſophy of The Schools on this 
head, which I am diſpleaſed with and reject, 
and not The Sound Divinity of The Word, in 
reference to FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, con- 
 triving and managing The Great Affair of Sal- 
vation. Here it will be aſked, What is Thzs 
Sound Divinity, you ſpeak of? I anſwer, That 
5 we 


we not only know and acknowledge Thoſe 


Rr” | 
7 * 


5 1 1 


Two Great Perfonages, Tux FATHER and 
Sox; or ONE Gop and One MEDIATOR, as 
ſtanding in The Relations, and diſcharging The 
Works, by which Tur are ſpoken of in 
Seripture ; but, That we likewiſe depend upon 
This Ones Gop and One MzDIA Tron, or 
which is the ſame for ſubſtance, upon Gop in 
CuRIST, for every thing neceſſary to Preſent 
Comfort, and Everlaſting Happineſi.— And 


when I have ſaid this, it will be readily ſeen, 


that I deſign to ſecure to THEN all that Tri- 
bute of Praiſe, which ariſes to THE DIVINE 
and MEpiaTorIlatr BEIN Os, from Their 
Concerns in The Work of Salvation: That 
God is to be regarded and honoured as A 
FATHER, with reſpect to Grace, and as A 
SPIRIT, with reſpe& to Power; or as The 
Source and Fountain of All Gracious Delibera- 


Lions, Settlements and Influence: And That 


THz Son is to be believed in and depended 
upon, as The Only Medium of Acceſs to, Com- 


munication from, and Acceptance with Tis 


Divine MajesTyY.---The'Man, who believes 
theſe things with his heart, and makes profeſ< 


fon of them with his mouth, to borrow The 


Apoſtles expreflions;* whether he knows any 
thing of The Scbemes and Hypotheſes of The 
Schools, which, in the language of Scripture, 
are The Inventions and Traditions of Men, or 
not; I ſhall always be ready to account A 


 Chriſiian, and treat as A Brother : And ſhall 
think his right to Communion in this world, as 
Juſt, and his title to Heaven, in the next, as 


valid, as th 


Rom. x. 9. 


at of Another, who can run thro” all 
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The Metapbyſcal N Diſſtinctions, | by . which 


The 


| Learned have rather puzzled, than explained, 
The Doctrine of Thx Goput ap.” Again, 


Fir THL. I would obſerve, That the 


Pre- 


ſent account of THE Diving BEING, under 
the leading characters of FATHER and SP1RIT, 
delivers us from All Thoſe Difficulties which 


as The Trimtarian. 


known, that THE SPIRIT or HoLy G 


manner, as THE FATHER; by which m 


troduces or conſtitutes A SEgconD Gop. 
On The Other Schemes, the caſe is juſt 
Reverſe : For TR S PIK IT or HoLy GH 


being conſidered by them, Either, Only as A 


«clog The Arian and Socinian Hypotheſes, as well 


As to The Common Plan, it is very well 


OST 


is there made A Di/ftin#, Self Exiſtent, Unori- 
ginated Being; Another Individual, Intelligent 
Agent, poſſeſſing His Divinity in the ſame 


cans 


The Doctrine is overcharged, as it neceſſarily in- 
The . 


OST 


Property of Goph EAD, Or elſe, as 4 Mere 
Creature, deriving His being as ſuch from Tus 


FATHER, and conſequently izferior in 


His 


Metaphyfical Nature to TE Divine MaJz- 
sT; it is certain, He is as much degraded, 


being infinitely funk below the accounts which 


we have of Him in Revelation.----Theſe there- 


fore ate Extremes in Thoſe Syſtems, which 
r it ſo impoſſible either 20 reconcile them 


oi Truth, or accommodate them to Scripture. 
But take The Doctrine in The Preſent State of 


it, and, I apprehend, all danger of Exceſs, on 


2 each hand, is effectually prevented. 


18 Ir is not more evident, That THE Diving © 
Bix, or Firſt Cauſe, is injured by the co 
: 4 * 0 4 25 L f 6 
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Adu of 1 Rees or-73974 Equal, thin it is 


plain, That THE SPIRIT ſuffers in His Nature 


and Capacity by being placed in the rank of 


Creatures; Whereas, conſidering THE SPIRIT 
or HoLy GHOST as Tut SAME Divint BE- 
ING with THz FATHER, only under Another 
Form of Exhibition, An Advance in The Divine 
Manifeftations,-Sp181T exprefling His Power 
and Influence, as FATHER does His Relation 
and Grace, The Difficulty, on all ſides, im- 


mediately vaniſhes. 


I Nor only know, That The Trinitarians 
are exceedingly put to it with Their Doctrine 
of Three Diſtin#t Perſons, Three Divine Hypo- 


faſes or Equals ; that ſuch objections lie againſt 


Weir Scheme, as All Their Diſtinctions can ne- 
ver help them over; but That the caſe preſſes 
as hard upon The Unitarians of The Arianand 


Socinian Hypotheſes, When Theſe read in The 


ew Teftament, that Our Lord was not only 


- conducted and managed by TAE SPIRIT in 


His Life; but qualified for, and carried thro' 
His Obedience and Death by H1m (not to ſay, 
That His Sufferings received their value from 
this quarter) That The Apoſtles derived their in- 
tire Capacity and Furniture, both for their 


5 and miracles, from THE Spirit; 


That H bears The Same Divine Titles, ſtands 


diſtinguiſhed by The Same Divine Works, and 


poſſeſſes intereſt in The Same Divine Worſhip, 


as TRE FATHER; I am ſenſible, They are, 


and muſt be at a loſs for AI Thro', Confiftent In- 
terpretation : And that They are obliged to be- 
tate in ſome caſes; to torture Scripture in 


others, and take [Belter, at laſt, under Yarions 


* , 
Fo 0 4 e — 


Cf > 

wk - * — * 9 
— - — * : . - — * " 
_— ® 5 "IE. 3 _—_— TR. , an 
* 8 - my 3% . 4 1 = 
Y £ **- a * 7 © 4 l 4 * * 
© 6 i; * Sons . 

J 2 L foo , ad” . F 


[ 83 ] 
and Doubtful Readings.----This trouble is all 
ſtruck off upon The Preſent Syſtem, with reſpect 
to Tye SPIRIT; And I hope matters will ap- 


pear with equal advantage to THE MRDIA- 


ToRIAL BEIN, ſhould I ſurvive Another 
Near, to preſent the public with my ſentiments 
on that part of The Controverſy. Once more, 
and to conclude, A | 

SIXTHLY. WHAT has been delivered on 
this ſubject may give us Some Light into The 
Doctrine of Satigfaction, Reconciliation or Atone- 
ment, (call it as you pleaſe) with reſpect to The 


Objef of it; or lead us into That Particular 


View, which it is more immediately neceſſary, 

we ſhould have of THE Divine BEING, 

with regard to That Article of Faith. 
NoTHiNnG is more ridiculous, than The 


Common Notion of One Divine Perſon obeying 


and ſuffering to make Sati faction or Atonement 
to Another Divine Perſon ; becauſe in this caſe, 
The Perſon who gives, has the ſame claim with 


him, who receives.---Neither does it ſeem ſo fa-' 


miliar or natural to ſpeak of CHRISTH as of- 
fering Himſelf A Sacrifice to Tux FATHER 


(eſpecially if you go not ſuppoſe, The Character 


in ſuch an application intirely reſtrained to 
Natural Relation) becauſe the love and tender- 
neſs, included in That Term, ſeem to forbid it; 
or, at leaſt, render the view of it %% amiable 


and plegſing. Neither are we to conſider Tue.” 


Divine BEIN, as A SPIRIT, ſo immediately 
or properly The Object of Satrsfat#ion ; be- 
cauſe under That Character, Hx is rather to 
be regarded as The Perſon, who ſandiifies for, 
ſupports under, and weight to The Death 
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[ 34 ] 
of Cn R18T.----It remains then only, That we 
conſider THE Divine, BEING, with reſpect 
to this work, under His Simple Character of 
Natural Relation, which is That of Gop. 
This is The Firſt, The Original Relation, which 
we ſtand in to THE Divine BEING, and what 
_w_ Him at The Greateſt Remove from us; 
cauſe we look upon HIM here, only in A Na- 
tural Capacity, the moſt fimple and diſtant of 
that fort ; as giving Laws to thoſe, whom HE 
had created, and exacting Satisfattion for thoſe, 
who had ?ranſgreſſed. Wherefore, This, me- 
thinks, ſeems the propereſt light, the next im- 
mediate character, in which we are to contem- 
plate THE DIVINE BEING, in faking Satis- 
faction at the hands of H1s Soxn.-----And We 
ſhall find, if we examine Revelation on this 
head, That this is Te moft uſual, if not the only 
view, in which it is exhibited to us, Thus 
we read of CHRIST's offering Himſelf without 
ſpot unto Gop.* And when Our Lord was 
upon the croſs, in the ſharpeſt part of His con- 
flict, He addreſſes THE Diving BEING un- 
der This CharaFer, and not under That of 
FATHER, ſaying, My Gor, My Gop, why 
haſt Tyou for/aken M 9 ?----For it is to be 
obſerved, That He was H1s Gop, as well as 
HIS FaTHER; and That not barely by Na- 
ture, as The Source of His Being; but likewiſe 

y Obligations to Him, both on His Own, and 
His People's account: Tho' here The Obligation 


immediately turns on the foot of relation to 
Me Cbhurcb, in whoſe room Hz was now ſuf- 


fering.»--And then it may be farther obſerved, -- 
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in Agreement with This Principle, That we 


read of Gop's reconciling us to HIMSELF by 


the death of H1s So: And of our being re- 
conciled to Gop And fo Gop is faid to fe 
forth Hs Sox to be A Propittation for in : 3 
And to commend His Love to us in the gift of 
Him ;“ Or as The Evangeliſt expreſſes it: So, 
h. e. in ſuch A Superlative, Diſtinguiſhing 


Way, to have loved the world, as to have given 
His only begotten SON. The reaſon of which 


appears to be this (I mean that, which puts 
An Accent, or Emphaſis upon The Love of 
God) That Txz Divine BEING, conſidered 
purely in His Natural Relation, that, which 
is moſt fimple in ttelf, and diſtant from us; 
and therefore as The Perſon immediately of- 
ended under That Character, and to whom it 
intirely belonged, either to have puniſhed fin 
in The Tranſgreſſors themſelves, or accept of A 
Subſtitute: That this Divine Being, as 
Gov, under His Natural Character of Abſo- 
tute Dominion, would not only condeſcend 70 
| pardon fin, but would alſo provide A Ranſom 
for us HiMsELF ; and that no other than H1s 
Own Son, His dearly beloved Sow ; that He 
would even ſurrender HI to be made fin for 
-us, wwho knew no fin, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of Gap in HI: 5 What can poſ- 
- fibly open A Fuller View of The Divine Love, 
or more indear THE Divine BEING to His 
People, than Such A Reflection as This ! 
Tunis Obſervation recommends itſelf to me, 


becauſe it ſeems, I think, in ſome meaſure, to 


relieve 


 ©® 2Cor. v. 18—20. Rom. v. 10. 3 Ib. Ch. iii. 25. a 


1 Ib. Ch. v. 8. Compared with John iii. 16. 5 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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relieve the doctrine of Satigfaction. It ſurely 
ſets it at greater liberty; gives the argument its 
Full ſcope, and enables us to conceive of it more 
charly, and con/iſtently, than we can in the 
common way; where it ſeems to come forward 
at once, in huddle and confuſion, before we are, 
in the leaſt, prepared for it. TY 
AND, indeed, it were to be wiſhed, That we 
were more careful in diſtinguiſbing The Divine 
Titles or Charafters, and in examining The 
Particular Attributions which are made to 
Each of Tbem. What I deſign is, The Parti- 
cular Subjefs upon which They are introdu- 
ced, and The Reſpecti ve Arguments, with which 
they are /everally connected. For, how lightly 
ſoever we may think of it, at preſent, I cannot 
but ſuſpect, That there is more Spiritual Con- 
tri vance laid up in The Divine Titles, and 
' Their Particular Applications, than the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians have hitherto imagined, --- 
It is not in vain, that THE Divine BEING 
ſtands deſcribed in Revelation by A Variety of 
Cbaracters. For beſides that They expreſs The 
Glorious Foecundity and Exuberance of His g 
On Nature; They likewiſe inſtruct us into 
His Infinite Suitableneſs and Suffciency to All 
Our Circumſtances, both in Nature and Grace. 
We may, probably, be tempted to treat This 
Refleftion with contempt at firſt ; but this I 
will-venture to fay, That Gop does not faſten 
upon Expreſſions, and throw them out, with as 
little Degn and Meaning, as, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, men frequently do. There is not only 
ſomething Peculiar, in The Structure and Com- 


Poſition 


82 fimple Character of Natural Relation; 
TI is founded; Ye Order in which it riſes, 


confined to This Single Inquiry: Why may 


; which are Thoſe of Gop and a... 2 18 


oF 87 
0 55 of Every Character, which Tax Di. 
22 BEING Ja aſſumed ; but ſomething in 


ch peculiarly Proper | and ſignificant, vet 
cording to The place in which it ſtands, and 


The IS upon which it is uſed. And it is 


only Our Want of Spiritual Viſion, which 
makes us ſo blind to The Beauty and Force of 
this part of The Divine Oracles. It would'cet- 
tainly be of no little ſervice to Truth, particu- 
larly with regard to ſome of The Greateſ Do- 
arines, if This Argument was. conſidered at 
large * The Divine Tiths ranged in Their 
Order ; that ſo we might ſee The Propriety of 
Each; The Advance which One m q, 


Another ; and Their” Expreſſivene/s i Signfi- 


cancy both in Natural and Revealed Religion. 
Tais, I apprehend, is particulaghythe caſe 
in The Obſervation before us; becauſe by c 
fining our views of Satisfaction, to This Bx- 
preſs Image or Character of Tax Divine ; 
Being; taking A Proſpect of Him in His 


we ſee The Bafis, upon which Satisfa- 


and, in one word, The Beauty and Neceſfity 
of it. 

ALL the knproveihens which I have far- 
ther to make of this head, in conjunction 
with other. parts of The Diſcourſe, will be 


not TRE Same Divine BEING, who ſtands 


deſcribed by Two Grand, Diſtinguiſhing Chas 


raters (not to ſay how many more) in Nature, 
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wiſe ſtand deſcribed by The Same Number of 
Vieles in Grace, namely Thoſe of FATHER 
and SerxIT: Since Creative Power and Good- 
, which are The Leading 1deas included in 
ATHER and SPIRIT, are neither more nor 


Teſs, than The Same Attributions, which be- 
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long to THE ONE Gop in The Religion of 
Nature? 5 


